
 

 

UPPER SALFORD TOWNSHIP 

GREENWAY 
PRESERVATION  

GUIDEBOOK 2013 
Sumneytown           Pike 

Road 

S
c
h
w

e
n
k
s
 

R
o
a

d
 

SalfordSalfordSalford   

R
o
a
d
 

S
h

e
ll

y
 

Perkiomen ville
 

v
il

le
  

SalfordvilleSalfordvilleSalfordville   

SchwenksvilleSchwenksvilleSchwenksville   

Spring Spring Spring    
MountMountMount   

VernfieldVernfieldVernfield   

Old     Skippack 

WoxallWoxallWoxall   

Road 

Old     Sumneytown  Pike 

S
c
h

w
e
n

k
s
 v
il
le

  
  
R
o
a
d
 

Spri
ng M

ount 

Road 

SumneytownSumneytownSumneytown   

Draft: August 6, 2013 



  

 

Board of Supervisors 

Theodore F. Poatsy Jr., Chairman 

Richard E. Sacks, Vice Chairman 

Kevin C. O'Donnell, Member 

 

Planning Commission 

John Giannini, Chairman 

Gary Raisner, Vice Chairman 

Robert Nase, Member 

Scott McMaster, Member 

Gary Larson, Member 

 

Solicitor 

Stephen P. Imms, Jr. 

 

Consultant 

Montgomery County Planning Commission 

 

Matthew Schelly, Lead Planner 

Eric Jarrell, Initial Lead Planner 



 

 

UPPER SALFORD TOWNSHIP 

GREENWAY  
PRESERVATION 

GUIDEBOOK 2013 



  

 



 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Introduction      1 

Chapter 1 Landscape Character Zones  3 

Chapter 2 Greenway Delineation  17 

Chapter 3 Unami Creek  

  Greenway Delineation  25 

 
Chapter 4 Vaughn Run/East Branch  
  Perkiomen Creek  

  Greenway Delineation  33 

 

Chapter 5 Salford Village  

  Greenway Delineation  55 

 

Chapter 6 Agricultural Heritage  

  Greenway Delineation  71 

 

Chapter 7 Spring Mountain  

  Greenway Delineation  93 

 

Chapter 8 Summary           116 

 

 



  

 



GREENWAY PRESERVATION GUIDEBOOK 

 1 

Introduction Draft: 8/6/2013 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 In 2008 Upper Salford Township adopted its 

2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan.  Since the 

completion of it’s 1996 open space plan, the town-

ship had diligently pursued a policy of preserving 

rural character, including beginning the develop-

ment of a greenway system and pathway network. 

 The township was one of the first communi-

ties in Montgomery County to adopt the Natural 

Land Trust’s (NLT) package of Growing Greener or-

dinances.  The cornerstone of these ordinances is a 

conservation subdivision option that requires 60 

percent open space and includes design standards 

for the establishment of interconnected greenway 

land and the layout of dwellings.  The township also 

acquired over 170 acres of open space and cooper-

ated in the development of the Indian Valley Region-

al Comprehensive Plan.   

 Following adoption of the comprehensive 

plan in July 2005, the township conducted a com-

prehensive rezoning. The rezoning enabled the 

township to reduce the number of zoning districts, 

simplifying the ordinance, to further the goal of pre-

serving rural character by offering the choice of 

subdividing tracts using a minimum lot size of 4 

acres or utilizing the conservation subdivision op-

tion at a 1-dwelling-unit-per-2-acres density.  This 
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Upper Salford Township is on the suburban fringe of Philadelphia and has 
many large properties and farms. This creates the potential for typical 
suburban sprawl and the destruction of the township’s rural character and the 
degradation of its natural resources.  
 

This illustration shows the existing landscape with homes, farms, streams 
(dark blue lines), stream buffer areas (light blue lines), and public open space 
(yellow-green lines).  Since streams and their banks are unbuildable areas, 
they can be preserved and used for connections to other natural and parkland 
open spaces.  Additional connections can be made when properties are 
developed or preserved. 
 

This guidebook helps the township and its landowners to coordinate future 
development in a way that respects, protects, and enhances the township’s 
rural character and natural resources as well as increases recreation 
opportunities. 
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Another example of potential greenways, in this case along the creeks, into 

the park, and connecting two riparian corridors. 
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may result in utilizing the conservation subdivision 

option more often for development proposals and 

could well position the township to not only pre-

serve valuable natural and historic resources but to 

create a significant communitywide network of 

greenway land.  

 The purpose of this guidebook is to demon-

strate the optimal layout of an interconnected 

greenway system, assuming all eligible parcels are 

subdivided under the standards for conservation 

subdivision.  For this guidebook, building upon the 

existing and potential greenways identified in the 

township’s open space and recreation plan, green-

way land was delineated on each applicable parcel 

with the intent of preserving resources unique to 

that portion of the township while maximizing the 

interconnectedness of greenway land between adja-

cent parcels. The complete delineation methodology 

and process, as well as site-specific greenway de-

sign issues that may be encountered at the time of 

subdivision, are detailed fully within the guidebook.     

 To amplify the value of an interconnected 

greenway system, the guidebook also discusses the 

layout and integration of the residential dwellings.  

Focusing on the fact that these developments are 

intended to maximize the quality of life for resi-

dents, careful consideration was given to providing 

the residential experience desired by those choosing 

to live in Upper Salford Township. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
ZONES 

ESTABLISHMENT OF LANDSCAPE         
CHARACTER ZONES  

The process of greenway delineation initially 

involved the identification of all properties eligible 

for conservation subdivision.  Currently, the town-

ship zoning ordinance permits conservation subdi-

vision on parcels greater than 10 acres in the R-2, 

IN, REC, and CB Districts and all parcels in the R-

30 District that will use a public or community sew-

age system. Figure 1 shows the distribution of these 

parcels throughout the township and how they re-

late to the potential greenways identified in the 

township’s 2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan.  

These potential greenways were developed for that 

plan by looking at the concentration of woodlands, 

steep slopes, floodplains, and wetlands within 300 

feet of township streams.  The overlap of these po-

tential greenways onto the conservation subdivision 

properties indicates that the potential for developing 

a significant greenway system still remains. 

 While stream corridors, and the resources 

within them, form the spine of the greenways, a 

Figure 1 
Potential Greenways and Conservation Subdivision Properties 
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comprehensive and interconnected greenway sys-

tem should also include significant upland re-

sources as well.  Resources, such as woodlands and 

prime agricultural soils, located on uplands can 

connect stream corridors, creating greenways that 

are more diverse and expansive.  Figure 2, from the 

township’s open space and recreation plan, identi-

fies open and vacant land with the highest resource 

value regardless of location.  This map also high-

lighted seven areas of the township with major con-

centrations of the highest value resource lands.  To 

reflect these unique areas of resource concentration 

and to ensure the resources important to these 

landscapes are encompassed within the greenways 

system, separate landscape character zones were 

established in this guidebook.  

 Five landscape character zones were estab-

lished based upon the unique areas of resource 

concentration as well as clusters of parcels eligible 

for conservation subdivision.  In order to guide the 

greenway delineation process, distinctive design cri-

teria were developed for each zone based upon the 

resources and priorities identified in the open space 

plan as well as land characteristics specific to each 

zone.  Figure 3 shows the five landscape character 

zones on an aerial base to provide a land cover con-

text.  

 

Figure 2 
Resource Values for Open and Vacant Land  
(from 2005 Open Space Plan) 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ZONE                      
DESIGN CRITERIA 

 Prior to the application of the specific land-

scape character zone criteria, several basic delinea-

tion considerations will apply to every parcel.  The 

first, and most fundamental, consideration is a re-

quirement of the township’s subdivision and land 

development ordinance, compelling the preservation 

of all primary resources on a parcel: 

Steep slopes  

Floodplains 

Wetlands 

Other fundamental considerations include:  

Providing buffers to adjoining parks or other 

protected lands  

Limiting the bisection of greenway land by 

internal streets 

Preserving local historic resources 

Maintaining adequate length-to-width ratios  

 The remaining greenway land to be protect-

ed—up to 60 percent of the parcel’s gross acreage—

will be delineated using the specific landscape char-

acter zone criteria. Consistently applying both the 

basic delineation considerations and the more spe-

cific landscape character zone criteria will contrib-

ute to the creation of an interconnected open space 

system across numerous parcels. The design crite-

ria for each landscape character zone are outlined 

below. 

Figure 3 
Greenway Landscape Character Zones 
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Highlands Region Location Map 

Upper Salford 

Figure 5 
Local Highlands Region 
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Figure 6 
NAI Sites and Conservation Landscapes 
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UNAMI CREEK LANDSCAPE 

 This landscape character zone essentially en-

compasses the Unami/Ridge Valley Creek water-

shed within Upper Salford Township.  This water-

shed, along with the Upper Perkiomen Creek water-

shed, is a significant part of the Pennsylvania High-

lands.  Figure 4 shows the expanse of the federally 

designated Highlands Region as it traverses the 

states of Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and 

Pennsylvania.  Figure 5 shows the location of Upper 

Salford Township and the Unami Creek area in rela-

tion to the Pennsylvania Highlands.  The Highlands 

have been recognized as a “landscape of national 

significance” by the US Forest Service and have 

many values including protecting the drinking wa-

ter supplies of more than 15 million people.  

 In addition, as shown in Figure 6, the Unami 

Creek Landscape Character Zone includes a portion 

of the Unami Creek/Ridge Valley Creek Conserva-

tion Landscape as identified in the 2008 Montgom-

ery County Natural Areas Inventory Update.  The 

update indicates that “protection and expansion of 

forest interior areas is the focus of recommenda-

tions contained in the Conservation Plan for the Un-

ami Creek Valley Important Bird Area and the Un-

ami Creek Valleys Landscape Conservation Plan.”  

The update recommends focusing on “extending 

preservation and protection to existing [sic] holdings 

and targeting large parcels that can connect and ex-

Figure 7 
Proposed Township Pathway System 
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tend existing protected areas.” Specific mention is 

made of the “forested slopes on the south side of 

Unami Creek just above Sumneytown.”  The Upper 

Salford portion of the Unami Creek/Ridge Valley 

Creek Conservation Landscape would be included 

in that area.   

 Due to the importance of the forest cover and 

forest depth to this area,  as mentioned in all of 

these plans, maintaining a contiguous woodlands 

throughout the Unami Creek Landscape Character 

Zone is a primary design criteria.  

 The Unami Creek watershed also contains 

one of the township’s largest concentrations of high-

infiltration soils (hydrologic soil grouping B).  The 

high-infiltration soils should be preserved to protect 

groundwater supplies for drinking water as well as 

the base flow and water quality of the Unami Creek.  

 The establishment of greenway land in this 

portion of the township should also facilitate the 

development of the township’s pathway system.  

The proposed pathway system travels through this 

landscape character zone (Figure 7), connecting the 

township to both Marlborough and Salford Town-

ships.  

 Some of the township’s oldest remaining 

buildings are located in this area, including the 

Daniel Hiester, the Christian Doll, and the Valen-

tine Nunemacher houses.  Preservation of these, es-

pecially in combination with other locally historic 

Unami 
Creek Vaughn Run / 

East Branch Perkiomen 

Salford 
Village 

Agricultural 
Heritage 

Spring 
Mountain 

Sumneytown Pike 

Landscape Character Zone 

Floodplains 

Slopes > 25% 

Slopes > 15% 

Viewsheds 

Alluvial Soils 

Figure 8 
Steeps Slopes, Viewsheds,  Alluvial Soils, and Floodplains 



GREENWAY PRESERVATION GUIDEBOOK 

 9 

Chapter 1 - Landscape Character Zones Draft: 8/6/2013 

resources in and around Woxall, will help maintain 

Upper Salford’s historic rural character. 

 Therefore, in addition to the fundamental de-

lineation considerations mentioned before, the spe-

cific greenway design criteria for the Unami Creek 

Landscape include to: 

Maintain contiguous woodlands 

Protect high-infiltration soils 

Integrate pathway connections 

VAUGHN RUN/EAST BRANCH PERKIOMEN   

CREEK LANDSCAPE 

 This landscape character zone consists of the 

Vaughn Run watershed and East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek riparian area.  Bisected by Sum-

neytown Pike, this landscape includes several large 

institutional properties and scattered pockets of 

residential development.  

 Since the Vaughn Run is the largest water-

shed almost fully encompassed by the township, 

riparian buffer and floodplain protection (Figure 8), 

including woodlands restoration, should be a pri-

mary goal of greenway development.  This is also a 

key recommendation for the East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek riparian area.  

 The advancement of the township’s pathway 

system (Figure 7) should also be a design criteria 

given the many important destinations within the 

Sumneytown Pike 

Unami 
Creek Vaughn Run/ 

East Branch Perkiomen 

Salford 
Village 

Agricultural 
Heritage 

Spring  
Mountain 

Figure 9 
Woodlands and Farms 
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area, the most significant being Salford Hill Elemen-

tary School and the Shelly Shopping Center.  

 Because the Sumneytown Pike corridor re-

mains relatively rural, views from the road should 

be protected (Figure 8).  

 In addition, there are several large farms in 

this landscape zone, particularly close to the East 

Branch.  These resources should also be considered 

for preservation. 

 Also, given the scattered nature of existing 

development and properties eligible for conservation 

subdivision, the greenway should be designed to 

relate existing development to the residential area of 

future subdivisions.  

 Notably, this landscape character zone is 

currently the only one in the township with a Na-

tional Register District—the Bergey Bridge Historic 

District.  There are several locally historic resources 

in and near this district that also contribute to the 

historic character of the township.  Particular con-

sideration should be given to structures that 

demonstrate the architectural differences between 

the historically Mennonite homes to the east of 

Barndt Road and the Goshenhoppen (Lutheran, Re-

formed, and Schwenkfelder) homes to the west of 

Barndt Road. 

 As a result, in addition to the fundamental 

delineation considerations mentioned earlier, the 

Sumneytown Pike in the Unami Creek Landscape Character Zone  

Large farms along the East Branch Perkiomen Creek in the Vaughn      
Run/East Branch Perkiomen Creek Landscape Character Zone 
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specific criteria for the Vaughn Run/East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek Landscape Character Zone are to: 

Protect floodplain and riparian buffers 

Integrate pathway connections 

Protect the rural character of the Sumney-

town Pike corridor 

Preserve farm fields 

Relate development between parcels 

SALFORD VILLAGE LANDSCAPE 

 The Salford Village landscape is part of the 

Perkiomen Creek watershed and includes the Sal-

ford Village area and portions of a preserved farm, 

William Rahmer Memorial Park, and the Perkiomen 

Trail.  

 The 2008 Montgomery County Natural Areas 

Inventory Update indicates that in the Spring 

Mountain section, the “floodplain areas lying be-

tween the trail corridor and the creek in the vicinity 

of Hendricks” (Figure 8) should be protected “in or-

der to secure a continuous riparian corridor on both 

sides of the creek.” 

 This landscape contains one of the largest 

concentrations of steep slopes in the township, pri-

marily within the riparian corridors (Figure 8).  To 

maximize protection of the steep slopes and riparian 

areas, woodlands restoration and preservation 

should be a greenway delineation criteria for the 

Salford Village Landscape.  
Floodplain area along the Perkiomen Creek near Hendricks 

Creek 

Trail 

Perkiomen  

P
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Hendricks 

F
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p
la
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Area  

Historic house, formerly a hotel, in the Bergey Bridge Historic District in the  

Vaughn Run/East Branch Perkiomen Creek Landscape Character Zone 
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 The Old Goshenhoppen Church and its land 

holdings form the heart of this landscape, and 

greenway land should be created that both buffers 

and expands upon this area.  In addition, this Na-

tional Register Landmark is a cultural and histori-

cal flagship for the township.  With the numerous 

local historic properties in the Salford Village area, 

there is the potential for preserving a whole village 

of historic buildings. 

 The proposed pathway system travels 

through this landscape character zone (Figure 7), 

connecting Salford Village with the two other signifi-

cant villages in the township, Salfordville and Wox-

all.  The system also connects those villages to the 

township building, the Perkiomen Creek, the 

Perkiomen Trail, and other destinations within and 

outside the township. 

 Therefore, in addition to the fundamental de-

lineation considerations mentioned at the beginning 

of the chapter, the four design criteria specific for 

the Salford Village Landscape Zone include to:  

Protect and restore the riparian buffer  

Buffer Old Goshenhoppen Church lands  

Integrate pathway connections 

AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE LANDSCAPE 

 The largest cluster of farmland (Figure 9), in-

cluding a significant concentration of soils of 

statewide importance, and vacant land greater than 

Old Goshenhoppen Church in the Salford Village Landscape Character Area  

Historic former hotel in Salford Village 
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10 acres is located within the Agricultural Heritage 

Landscape.  

 It may be possible to preserve a substantial 

block of active farmland in this area.  To further the 

preservation of agricultural heritage for this land-

scape, farmstead homes, hedgerows, rock outcrops, 

and views should be located within greenway land 

to the greatest extent possible.  

  A unique opportunity is the Old Pool Farm, 

home to the Philadelphia Folk Festival. This proper-

ty almost exclusively contains farming soils of 

statewide importance and scored high from a re-

source perspective in the township’s open space 

plan (Figure 2).   

 While farmland preservation is a high priority 

here, the establishment of a large block of agricul-

tural land should not occur without consideration of 

residential layout.  In particular, the integration of 

residential development across parcels could help to 

enhance circulation in an area of the township with 

few roads.  

 In addition, this area contains several head-

water streams which are tributaries to the 

Perkiomen Creek.  Especially in an area where 

farming activity is hoped to be maintained, riparian 

buffers should be established along all stream corri-

dors.  

 Another important factor is that the proposed 

pathway system (Figure 7) travels through this 

Aerial of farms in the Agricultural Heritage Landscape Character Zone 

Image: Google Earth 

Scenic view of historic farm, fields, and long view to Spring Mountain 

Scenic view of historic farm and fields in the Agricultural Heritage 
Landscape Character Zone 
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An example of woodlands in the Spring Mountain Landscape Area 

landscape character zone. This zone is situated in 

the middle of the township and is therefore critical 

to ensuring a complete township-wide trail system. 

 As a result, in addition to the fundamental 

delineation considerations mentioned at the begin-

ning of the chapter, the design criteria for the Agri-

cultural Heritage Landscape Zone are to: 

Create large blocks of agricultural land 

Maximize resource protection of Old Pool 

Farm 

Preserve farmstead homes 

Maintain hedgerows, rock outcrops, and oth-

er farmland features 

Protect viewsheds 

Consider roadway interconnections and cir-

culation 

Create a riparian buffer along headwater 

streams 

Integrate pathway connections 

SPRING MOUNTAIN LANDSCAPE 

 The Spring Mountain Landscape Zone cen-

ters around Spring Mountain itself.  Similar to the 

Unami Landscape Character Zone, this zone is also 

part of the Highlands region.  The mountain is con-

sidered to be one of the “critical treasures” within 

the Highlands region and is also the top Natural Ar-

eas Inventory site within Montgomery County.  The 

diabase woodlands and habitat are home to many 

Scenic view of farm fields and a long view toward Harleysville in the 
Agricultural Heritage Landscape Character Zone 
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Aerial view of a portion of the Spring Mountain Landscape Area, looking 
north.  The area between the green lines is public land and includes the ski 
slopes.  The drainage areas for the tributaries to the Perkiomen Creek and 
to the East Branch Perkiomen Creek are just off the edge of the aerial to the 
top and to the lower right, respectively.  The large amount of trees cannot 
be overlooked, underscoring the need to protect them as much as possible. 

varieties of plant and animal species not found any-

where else in Montgomery County.  

 The Spring Mountain Landscape Character 

Zone also includes a portion of the Spring Mountain 

Conservation Landscape (Figure 6), as identified in 

the 2008 Montgomery County Natural Areas Inven-

tory Update.  The update pointed out that “158 

acres of mostly wooded land remain in private own-

ership. All unprotected parcels within the area 

bounded by the Perkiomen Creek, Spring Mountain 

Road, and Schwenksville Road should be a high pri-

ority for protection.”  Also, “fields on both sides of 

Heflin Road on the eastern slope of Spring Moun-

tain . . . should be targeted for protection.”  Main-

taining and expanding the forest cover and certain 

fields is a primary goal of greenway preservation in 

this area. Interconnecting public lands, both 

physically and via pathways, should also be an im-

portant design criterion.  

 This landscape zone contains two other areas 

of significance worthy of protection: the drainage 

areas around the tributaries to the Perkiomen Creek 

and to the East Branch Perkiomen Creek.  These 

watersheds concentrate more kinds of natural re-

sources than anywhere else in the township, con-

verging steep slopes, infiltration soils, woodlands, 

prime agricultural soils, and viewsheds into one 

small area.  Focusing greenway protection on the 

Perkiomen Creek 

Schwenksville Rd 

Mount      Rd 
Spring 

N 

Publicly Owned Land 

Potential Greenway Area 

Potential Greenway Area 

Potential Greenway Area 
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riparian corridors will maximize this area’s resource 

protection.  

 So, in addition to the fundamental delinea-

tion considerations listed at the beginning of the 

chapter, the criteria for the Spring Mountain Land-

scape are to: 

Protect woodlands and fields around Spring 

Mountain 

Connect public properties through adjacency 

and with pathways 

Recognize the uniqueness of the East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek drainage  area and provide 

riparian buffer protection 

Protect the rural views along roads 

 

USING THE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ZONE 
DESIGN CRITERIA 

 Establishing Landscape Character Areas, 

identifying the unique and valuable characteristics 

of these areas, and using these characteristics as 

design criteria can provide relevant, comprehensive 

guidance to the township and landowners when 

considering which areas of a property are to be con-

served and which are acceptable for development. 

Scenic view from the top of Spring Mountain 

Perkiomen Trail along the Perkiomen Creek in the Spring Mountain 
Landscape Character Zone 
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CHAPTER TWO 

GREENWAY DELINEATION 

PARCEL-BY-PARCEL PROCESS  

 Following establishment of the design criteria 

for each landscape character zone, a parcel-by-

parcel analysis was conducted to create the concep-

tual greenway.  This analysis focused on conserva-

tion-eligible parcels, typically consisting of parcels 

greater than 10 acres (Figure 10).  In some cases, 

parcels less than 10 acres having the same owner-

ship of an adjacent conservation subdivision-eligible 

property were included in the analysis.  Since many 

of these parcels help to create a larger block of de-

velopable land, and because owners often combine 

adjacent lots into one development, it was assumed 

these parcels would be merged and included in any 

conservation subdivision. 

 The parcel-by-parcel analysis was conducted 

using both GIS-based natural resource mapping 

and recent aerial photography.  The primary re-

sources and important features specific to the land-

scape character zone being analyzed were overlain 

on aerial photos (Figure 11), and greenway land was 

delineated until it encompassed 60 percent of the 

property.  To ensure an interconnected system, this 
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analysis also had to consider connections to adja-

cent conservation-eligible lands as well as signifi-

cant resources remaining on developed and vacant 

properties less than 10 acres or large institutionally 

owned lands.  In addition, as the land on a parcel 

was determined to be desirable as either greenway 

land or developable land, this affected the greenway 

value of neighboring or nearby portions of conserva-

tion subdivision parcels.  This resulted in an itera-

tive process that required continuous adjustments 

to the greenway land as new parcels were evaluated.  

Consideration also had to be given to ensuring that 

the remaining 40 percent of each property could be 

developed in a reasonable and logical manner.  As a 

final step in the process, once greenway areas had 

been identified on all parcels, an overall township 

view was used to identify additional changes that 

would facilitate township-wide connections to or 

through the proposed greenway areas, creating 

some new proposed pathways and final adjust-

ments. 

APPLICATION OF DESIGN CRITERIA  

 The following is a summary of design issues 

that were implemented during the delineation pro-

cess and specific issues that were examined during 

the application of each of the landscape character 

zone design criteria.  

Figure 11 
Unami  Landscape Resources Example 

This legend indicates the many 

layers of factors considered 
when delineating the greenway 
for these parcels.  See Figure 12 
for the resulting greenway area. 
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Figure 12 
Unami Greenway Lands Example 

CREATE CONTIGUOUS BLOCKS OF RESOURCE LAND  

 The 60 percent of each parcel to be preserved 

should be unfractured to the greatest extent possi-

ble.  This not only helps to create an interconnected 

greenway but creates blocks of open space large 

enough to adequately protect the resource lands.  

Small, disconnected blocks of woodland, for exam-

ple, do not provide the same natural habitats or the 

same processes necessary for water quality protec-

tion as large, intact stands of woodlands.  Use of the 

greenway system to help create a township-wide 

pathway system is also enhanced by connectivity.   

PROTECT OVERLAPPING RESOURCES 

 Greenways that simultaneously protect more 

than one resource should be given priority over 

greenways protecting a single resource. For exam-

ple, Figure 11 shows a significant portion of land 

across several parcels containing both woodlands 

and high-infiltration soils, which were preserved as 

greenway land (Figure 12).   

BUFFER AND EXPAND PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL 

LAND HOLDINGS 

 Where developable lands abut existing parks 

or institutional lands, the greenway land should ex-

pand or at least buffer these properties where possi-

ble, especially where the greenway land may be ded-

icated to the township.  Figure 12 shows a township 

park (Orchard Park) being buffered from developa-

The greenway area resulting from the analysis has been added to this 

illustration.  Almost all steep slopes have been protected. Only a small 
area of infiltration soils is not protected.  Since about 90 percent of Parcel 
#6 was covered with woods, a large area of woods could not be included 
in the greenway delineation.  A section of Parcel #6 was chosen for 
potential development where there are few other valuable resources and is 
adjacent to a neighbor’s potential development area.  New proposed trails 
were added where feasible with the greenway. 

Orchard 
Park 
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ble area on Parcel #4 by some greenway land.  Fig-

ure 13 also shows how institutional land (Old Go-

shenhoppen Church) can bridge the gap between 

large expanses of greenway land while being buff-

ered from the new development. 

RELATE DEVELOPMENT AREA TO                      

EXISTING DEVELOPMENT 

 The portion of the parcel reserved for devel-

opment should relate to existing development on 

adjacent parcels.  Figure 12 shows the area re-

served for development on Parcels #4, #5, and #7 

closer to existing development not only on or adja-

cent to the parcel but also near the center of the vil-

lage of Woxall in the lower right corner as opposed 

to being at the farther, more isolated ends of the 

parcels.  In addition, in this layout a single road 

could connect the development area of Parcel #7 to 

the existing stub road in the development along its 

northeastern edge.  

 RELATE DEVELOPMENT AREAS BETWEEN PARCELS 

 In order to reduce the need for permanent 

cul-de-sacs and to enhance vehicular circulation 

throughout the township, the portion(s) of the par-

cels designated for development should allow for in-

terconnection.  Figure 12 shows a developable area 

on Parcel #6 adjacent to a developable area on Par-

cel #4, which is also adjacent to a developable area 

on Parcel #5.  While each parcel could develop inde-

Figure 13 
Salford Village Greenway Lands Example 
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pendently or perhaps not at all, a road could con-

nect all these developable areas in a way which 

could benefit all landowners and reduce impacts to 

the greenway.  This would also enhance a sense of 

community by allowing neighborhoods to be more 

closely related, creating more appropriate locations 

for central greens, parks, and other residential 

amenities and conveniently connecting them all di-

rectly to the village center. 

LIMIT THE NEED FOR LONG ENTRANCE ROADS 

 In some cases, a portion of the areas reserved 

for development should be located as closely as pos-

sible to the nearest road frontage.  In Figure 12, this 

was done on Parcels #5, #6, and #7.  This will limit 

the need for long entrance roads without any dwell-

ings, reduce development costs, and reduce imper-

vious coverage.  Reserving areas for development of 

sufficient width to allow for double-loaded streets 

will also contribute to site design flexibility.  

 Placing new homes closer to the road can al-

so help to better define and support village charac-

ter, especially if their design is similar to the other 

homes in the village.  In addition, village businesses 

would be better supported with homes that are 

within an easy walking or biking distance. 

PRESERVE RURAL CHARACTER AND VIEWS 

 In contrast to the previous design criteria for 

short entrance roads, in some cases it is more im-

This scenic country road view is along Heflin Road in the Spring Mountain 
Landscape Character Zone.  In some cases, new development with short 
entrance roads can reduce costs and impervious coverage.  In other cases, 
long roads can reduce or eliminate the visual impact new development 
would have on the scenic views and rural character of the township and 
still reduce costs compared to conventional subdivisions. 
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portant to maintain as much of the rural character 

of the parcel or the views it provides.  This often re-

sults in extending narrow or wide strips of greenway 

along a road frontage to allow space for existing or 

new hedgerows, wooded areas, farm fields, or scenic 

views.  In these cases, the new development is often 

“hidden” behind existing or new natural features, 

such as on Parcel #6 in Figure 12, or diminished in 

the distance, such as on Parcel #4.  Despite a long-

er entrance road in these instances, the compact-

ness of conservation subdivision still reduces some 

development costs as compared to conventional 

subdivision development. 

MAKE PATHWAY CORRIDORS 

 Sometimes a desired pathway connection is 

needed across or around a developed area, and alt-

hough currently desired pathways are also indicat-

ed in the open space plan, this analysis reveals 

some new pathway connections not previously an-

ticipated.  Therefore, both the open space plan 

pathways and the newly discovered connections are 

frequently supported with narrow segments of 

greenway.  These strips also often double as buffers 

to neighboring homes, institutions, or open space.  

Figure 12 shows how this was done on Parcel #5 

(just to the right of the number 5).  A new potential 

trail could likely pass between the new development 

and the existing homes on Old Skippack.  The 

greenway was extended to the entry driveway to not 

This existing pathway connection between the Upper Salford Township 
Park and Autumn Lane provides access that otherwise would require a  
3/4-mile trip along narrow roads. 
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This historic farmstead along Schwenksville Road could be preserved as 
part of the greenway area for this parcel, thereby preserving not only a 
historic resource but also a historic landscape, a scenic view, and township 
heritage.. 

Image: Bing Maps 

only ensure a place for a trail but also to provide a 

greenway buffer for the existing homes. 

PRESERVE HISTORIC RESOURCES 

 The rural character of the township is greatly 

affected by the existence of its many historic re-

sources.  Without these, the township’s character, 

as well as its culture and heritage, would be signifi-

cantly compromised.  With these resources, the 

township is a much more valuable place to live, 

work, visit, and recreate.  When a historic resource 

is removed, it becomes more difficult to maintain 

the historic value of the other resources and the 

township.  Whenever possible and reasonable, the 

greenway was delineated to include the historic re-

sources on a parcel.   

 In Figure 11, a historic place is clearly seen 

on Parcel #4.  In Figure 12, that resource has been 

carefully surrounded by greenway area.  This was 

done to ensure the preservation of the house, the 

barn, and the yard surrounding the house, which is 

especially well-defined by large trees that screen the 

historic setting from anything behind it.  It seems 

new houses could be built directly behind those 

trees without much visual impact on the historic 

house and its setting, so it is important to preserve 

the trees at the same time as the house and barn. 
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DESIGN CRITERIA SUMMARY 

 All the design criteria were weighed against 

each other on every property.  Compromises often 

occurred to provide for the full amount of develop-

ment allowed.   

 

It is important to note this guidebook was 

created using the best information available at the 

time; better, more current information could revise 

the conclusions contained in this guidebook.  Be-

fore the township decides on the actual delineation 

of the greenway for any particular parcel, a profes-

sional survey should be provided by the land owner 

and a site visit should be conducted by the town-

ship together with the property owner to more pre-

cisely evaluate the resources and their locations.  

However, some resources and important considera-

tions are not evident during a site visit, such as in-

filtration soils, potential trails, or proximity to 

neighboring future development areas.  This guide-

book will provide much of that information even as 

specific information is revised on the parcel. 

 

 The following chapters provide the results 

and recommendations of the greenway areas for all 

the eligible properties in the township at this time. 

 

While a professional survey and a site visit must be done, this guidebook is 
also essential to understand unseen, wide-ranging, or future issues that 
must also be considered. 

A conservation subdivision 
site visit in Worcester, PA 
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CHAPTER THREE 

UNAMI CREEK      
GREENWAY DELINEATION 

THE UNAMI CREEK GREENWAY  

 The Unami Creek Landscape Character Zone, 

highlighted in Figure 14, shows 7 parcels greater 

than 10 acres in size totaling 176 acres.  Figure 15 

shows the resources and current greenway path op-

portunities in the Unami Creek Greenway area.  The 

greenway delineated for this area (Figure 16) pro-

tects 106 total acres.  Of these 106 acres, 78 per-

cent (83 acres) are preserved in 1 contiguous block 

of open space across 4 parcels.  Another block of 12 

acres is also preserved, meaning 90 percent of the 

total greenway land is within 2 blocks of open 

space.  Given the high-quality stream designation of 

the Unami Creek, greenway preservation in this 

landscape character zone results in very important 

resource land protection.  

 The basic greenway delineation considera-

tions discussed in Chapter 1 include the preserva-

tion of the primary resources such as:  

Steep slopes 

Floodplains 

Wetlands  
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Other fundamental considerations include: 

Providing buffers to adjoining parks or other 

protected lands  

Limiting the bisection of greenway land by 

internal streets  

Preserving local historic resources  

Maintaining adequate length-to-width ratios 

Plus, the specific greenway design criteria for the 

Unami Creek Landscape discussed in Chapter 2 in-

clude: 

Maintaining contiguous woodlands 

Protect high infiltration soils 

Integrate pathway connections 

 Figure 15 provides an overview of these re-

sources for all the parcels in this landscape charac-

ter zone.  Figure 16 overlays the resulting greenway 

areas and new potential trails over the resources 

shown in Figure 15, showing which resources 

would or would not be preserved  and some of the 

connections and interrelationships beyond the par-

cels. 
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Unami Creek Landscape Resources 
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PARCEL-BY-PARCEL DELINEATION 

PARCEL  #1 

 As seen in Figure 17, this 10-acre parcel has 

an extensive concentration of primary resources 

and resources specifically valuable to the Unami 

Creek Landscape on the eastern half (woods, steep 

slopes, and infiltration soils). As shown on Figure 

18, the development area was located on the portion 

of the site which appears to be constraint–free and 

is along the road. Fortunately, the historic home is 

located within the front yard setback and would be 

permitted to remain, therefore allowing more flexi-

bility for any additional development on the parcel.  

The northeast (upper) portion of the parcel might 

also be preferred for development if access from the 

nearby cul-de-sac is possible.  Due to difficult trail 

alignment issues proposed previously, Figure 18 al-

so indicates the potential desire for a trail along 

Skyview Drive, a corner of Parcel #2, and the north-

east corner and side of Parcel #1.  The resulting 

greenway effectively extends the protection of re-

sources from the adjacent county lands and pro-

vides a “bridge” of protected resources to the green-

way area on Parcel #2. 

PARCEL  #2 

 Figure 17 indicates that the resources of im-

portance for this 10-acre parcel are the infiltration 
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soils that cover over 3/4 of the parcel, the steep 

slopes, and the historic home.  Figure 18 shows the 

resulting greenway area delineation.  The greenway 

area was devised not only to preserve important on-

site resources but also to connect to and extend the 

greenway to and from the neighboring greenway on 

Parcel #1 as well as to allow several reasonable de-

velopment options.  A very small area in the north-

east corner of this parcel may be needed for a trail 

alignment. 

PARCEL  #3 

 Technically, this is a 17.6-acre portion of a 

25-acre tract; the 7.4–acre remainder is located in 

Marlborough Township.  In addition, the 25-acre 

tract is owned by the same entity as the neighbor-

ing 81-acre tract, which extends from the Unami 

Creek, across Perkiomenville Road, and along Kratz 

Station Road to the Perkiomen Trail.  While a deter-

mination about greenway area in the 17.6-acre por-

tion in Upper Salford Township can only be made 

while also considering the 7.4-acre portion and the 

neighboring 81-acre tract in Marlborough Town-

ship, Upper Salford Township can only presume 

and regulate development on the portion in Upper 

Salford Township.  Any proposed development for 

the 17.6-acre portion would likely need to comply 

with Upper Salford’s requirements as if it were a 

stand-alone parcel.  

Figure 17 
Resources on Parcels #1 -  #3 (enlargement of Figure 15) 

Figure 18 
Greenway Areas for Parcels #1 - 3 
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 As seen in Figure 17, a large amount of the 

17.6-acre area includes infiltration soils and a sig-

nificant scenic view from Perkiomenville Road (see 

photo on next page).  The parcel slopes down to the 

northwest, and there is a small steep slope area 

(shown in white in Figure 17) in the middle of the 

parcel.  These features not only enhance the long 

scenic view but also make it possible that a few 

homes at the bottom of the parcel might not have as 

significant an impact on the view as would other-

wise be the case. 

 The resulting greenway area includes a vast 

majority of the infiltration soils and scenic view and 

locates the development to areas that would keep 

new homes out of the scenic view or allow for effec-

tive screening of the homes while maintaining the 

view. 

PARCEL #4 

 As seen in Figure 19, access to this 61-acre 

parcel is limited to a long, narrow entranceway off of 

Perkiomenville Road.  The parcel, which abuts Or-

chard Park, contains some areas of high infiltration 

soils and is mostly agricultural land but also con-

tains some important woodlands.  

 Referring to Figure 20, given the odd shape of 

the parcel, development is recommended to be con-

centrated in the center and lower right 

(southeastern) area of the property.  This not only 

Google Streetview 

Scenic view across Parcel #3 to two ridges in the distance.  The trees in the 
foreground on the right already screen the northeast corner of the parcel.  
The dark spots to the left of the sign are actually treetops at the bottom 
(northwestern) end of the parcel.  Buildings lower than those treetops 
would not disturb the scenic view from this vantage point. 
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preserves the forested stream buffers, high-

infiltration soils, and steep slopes but also allows 

for an interconnection to the development areas of 

Parcels #5 and #6, which could improve circulation 

to Parcel #4 by providing a connection to Old Skip-

pack Road.  This may also allow Parcel #6 to devel-

op without crossing the stream and its corridor, de-

pending on the sequence of development on these 

two parcels.  Pathway connections, both previously 

proposed and newly proposed, should also be pro-

vided in conjunction with Parcels #5 and #6 to con-

nect Orchard Park to Barton Road and to the Un-

ami Creek and to the Hiester House on Sumney-

town Pike (Figure 20).  On Parcel #4, the historic 

house, its barn, and its immediate surrounding 

landscape are also being preserved with the green-

way. which additionally serves as a buffer to Or-

chard Park.  The northern farm fields are also in-

cluded in the greenway and could continue as farm 

fields after development or could be left to succes-

sional regrowth, eventually becoming woodland, ex-

panding the valuable Unami woodlands into this 

area. 

PARCEL #5 

 An 18.7-acre agricultural parcel, except for 

hydrology and riparian corridor buffers for the trib-

utary, this property is relatively free of other re-

source lands (Figure 19).  Referring to Figure 20, 

Figure 19 
Resources on Parcels #4 -  #7 (enlargement of Figure 15) 

Orchard 
Park 
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development was focused toward the Village of Wox-

all with the intent of not only protecting the tribu-

tary’s buffer areas but also maximizing the green-

way connection to adjacent parcels, providing a 

buffer to homes along Old Skippack, and allowing a 

viable roadway connection to and through Parcel 

#4.  Should this parcel be developed in conjunction 

with Parcel #4 and/or #6, some of the greenway 

land from this parcel could be shifted to the areas 

reserved for development on Parcel #4 or #6, and 

transferring that development to Parcel #5.   

PARCEL #6 

 As seen in Figure 19, this 45-acre parcel is 

extensively wooded, contains a large concentration 

of infiltration soils, and the vast majority of the area 

is bisected from the road access by a tributary to 

the Unami Creek.  Ensuring preservation of at least 

a  75-foot stream buffer means the developed por-

tion of this parcel will need to be split into two areas 

(Figure 20).  While this would result in a stream 

crossing, it would maximize preservation of wood-

lands on steep slopes and high-infiltration soils, as 

well as provide a possible roadway connection to 

Parcel #4.  Development of this site should also re-

sult in the establishment of four pathway connec-

tions: 1) between Orchard Park (via Parcel #4) and 

the Village of Woxall via Barton Road, 2) down-

stream along the tributary toward the Unami Creek, 
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3) a branch of this trail toward the Hiester House, 

and 4) a new proposed trail upstream along the 

tributary to Woxall via Parcels #4 and #5.  Figure 20 

may provide additional clarification. 

 

PARCEL #7 

 14 acres in size, this parcel is primarily 

wooded with a swath of infiltration soils across the 

middle (Figure 19).  Development for this parcel 

should be oriented toward Barton Road, protecting 

the woodlands, steep slopes, and riparian corridors 

to the rear.  Depending on the actual location of the 

pathway along the tributary, a pathway may be nec-

essary along the back or side edge of this parcel, 

especially if the trail needs to connect to the neigh-

boring cul-de-sac to the northeast.   

   
 This is a naturalizing section of Orchard Park, looking toward 

the larger trees on the park’s perimeter.  This park not only pro-
vides a place for township residents to enjoy but also provides 
valuable habitat, especially along the tributary to the Unami 
Creek.  This park also serves as an anchor to the greenway 
system and as a trail destination for residents in the area. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

VAUGHN RUN/EAST 
BRANCH PERKIOMEN 
CREEK GREENWAY     

DELINEATION 

THE VAUGHN RUN/EAST BRANCH      
PERKIOMEN CREEK GREENWAY  

 The Vaughn Run/East Branch Perkiomen 

Creek Landscape Character Zone, highlighted to the 

right, depicts 20 eligible parcels (or combinations of 

parcels under the same ownership) totaling 620 

acres.  Figure 22 shows the resources and greenway 

path opportunities in the Vaughn Run/East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek Greenway area.  Preserving 60 

percent of these properties will create a greenway 

protecting 372 total acres for this area, as delineat-

ed in Figure 23.  

Since this part of the township has absorbed 

a significant portion of the township’s residential 

development, it has the most fractured pattern of 

eligible land. While the resulting greenway system 

may be less dramatic in comparison to other land-

scape character zones, the proper integration of new 
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Eligible Properties in the Vaughn Run/East Branch Landscape 
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Figure 22 
Vaughn Run/East Branch Perkiomen Creek Landscape Resources 
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Figure 23 
Vaughn Run/East Branch Perkiomen Creek Greenway Land 
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development and preservation of the remaining re-

source lands, including significant views, will be of 

considerable value to the township.  In addition, 

preserving and restoring riparian lands for the 

Vaughn Run and the East Branch Perkiomen Creek 

will enhance on-site stormwater management and 

water quality.    

 In addition to the primary greenway delinea-

tion considerations from Chapter 1, such as pro-

tecting:  

Steep slopes 

Floodplains 

Wetlands  

other fundamental considerations include: 

Providing buffers to adjoining parks or other 

protected lands 

Limiting the bisection of  greenway land by 

internal streets 

Preserving local historic resources 

Maintaining adequate length-to-width ratios  

 Also, the specific greenway design criteria for 

the Vaughn Run/East Branch Perkiomen Creek 

Landscape Character Zone include: 

Protecting the floodplain and riparian buffers 

Restoring or preserving woodlands 

Integrating pathway connections 

Protecting the rural character of the Sumney-

town Pike corridor 

 
 
 

Related illustration 

The historic house along Old Skippack Road on Parcel #15 could be the    
M. Boyer or T. Cressman House on the 1848 map of Montgomery County. 

The scenic view from Sumneytown Pike over the open field on Parcel #10. 
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Preserving farm fields 

Relating development between parcels 

Figure 22 provides an overview of these re-

sources for all the parcels in this landscape charac-

ter zone.  Figure 23 overlays the resulting greenway 

areas and new potential trails over the resources 

shown in Figure 22, showing which resources 

would or would not be preserved and some of the 

connections and interrelationships beyond the par-

cels. 

  

PARCEL-BY-PARCEL DELINEATION 

PARCEL #8 

 This 11.4-acre parcel is completely wooded 

and has access to Moyer Road via a 50-foot access 

road (Figure 24).  Adjacent properties of interest in-

clude Parcel #9, nearly 20 acres owned by Covenant 

Community Fellowship (CCF) to the south, and an 

industrially-zoned property to the west.  

 Referring to Figure 25, greenway preservation 

on this parcel was related to protecting the steep 

slopes, creating a block of woodlands with the CCF 

property, including the intermittent streams, and 

buffering the new development from the industrially

-zoned land.  In addition, the development area of 

the parcel is related to keeping the access road as 

short as possible and keeping the development clos-

The historic house along Shelly Road on Parcel #23 could be the         
Landis House on the 1848 map of Montgomery County. 
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er to the existing residential development on adja-

cent properties to the north.   

 Depending upon the ultimate disposition of 

the industrially-zoned land to the west, including 

some R-2 lands under the same ownership along 

the Ridge Road frontage, some or all of the develop-

ment portion of Parcel #8 could be shifted to the 

west and integrated with the development of this 

adjacent parcel as long as it avoided the steep 

slopes, maintained some buffer from the intermit-

tent streams, and gained access from the neighbor-

ing property.    

PARCEL #9 

 This nearly 20-acre parcel, owned by Cove-

nant Community Fellowship (CCF), is in the Institu-

tional Zoning District.  The parcel is entirely wooded 

and an intermittent stream traverses the western 

edge of the parcel.   

 The greenway area for this parcel focused on 

preserving as much of the steep slopes, woods, and 

buffer area for the intermittent stream as possible 

and keeping a significant amount of the greenway 

adjacent to the greenways on Parcels #8 and #10 

(Figure 25).  In addition, a wooded edge was main-

tained along Sumneytown Pike, although an entry 

drive is likely somewhere along this frontage.  This 

entry drive could be averted if development on this 

parcel is coordinated with access from the develop-

ment area on Parcel #10. 

Figure 24 
Resources on Parcels #8, #9, #10, #11, and #12  

Salford Hills 
Elementary School 

Salford     Township 
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PARCEL #10 

 This 14.6-acre property consists primarily of 

grassland and also adjoins the wooded CCF parcel.  

The property has a long frontage along Barndt Road 

and also has frontage along Sumneytown Pike.  A 

proposed greenway path along Barndt Road would 

connect Moyer Marks Park to an existing sidewalk 

across Sumneytown Pike and to Salford Hills Ele-

mentary School.  

 Greenway preservation focused upon pre-

serving the view from Sumneytown Pike, preserving 

the rural character of Barndt Road (including the 

area of this parcel opposite the historic house near 

Moyer Road), and allowing for a development con-

nection with the CCF property.  Pathway develop-

ment should also be integrated into the greenway 

along Barndt Road.   

PARCEL #11 

 This parcel, located in the Institutional Zon-

ing District, is actually two parcels owned by the 

same entity totaling 28.7 acres.  It is currently the 

site of the Church of Holy Spirit and the adjacent 

home/parsonage.  This combined parcel is included 

in this guidebook because the church facility occu-

pies only a small part of the parcel, theoretically 

leaving a significant portion for future subdivision 

and development.  As seen in Figure 24, the parcel 

has three road frontages, a stream corridor and in-
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termittent stream tributaries, a large wooded area, 

steep slopes, a historic home, and a portion of the 

riparian buffer for the stream on the east side of 

Barndt Road. 

 The 17.2-acre greenway area includes almost 

all these resources but was unable to include the 

entire buffer for the stream on the east side of 

Barndt Road.  The portion of greenway along Barndt 

Road is important because it protects the historic 

house and its current landscape as well as most of 

the roadway character but leaves the corners open.  

The corner at Sumneytown Pike allows a view into 

the site of the church, although future development 

might not preserve the church.  The other corner 

along Barndt Road anticipates a road access, alt-

hough one may not be necessary if the current loca-

tion of the driveway to the church is used. 

PARCEL #12 

 This parcel is slightly larger than 10 acres.  

As seen in Figure 26, it contains a narrow, wooded 

area; riparian and buffer area for the stream imme-

diately to the west; and some steep slopes associat-

ed with the stream as well as the intermittent 

stream that follows the wooded area and leaves the 

parcel near the northern corner.  An exiting house 

is located in the northwestern portion of the parcel.  

 The 6.1 acres of greenway land shown in Fig-

ure 25 will preserve the riparian buffer, steep 

Figure 26 
Resources on Parcel #12 (enlargement of Figure 24) 
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slopes, woods, and intermittent stream as much as 

possible, with allowances for the existing house and 

some of the associated buildings and lawns.  The 

eastern corner is included in the greenway since it 

abuts existing wooded area on adjacent properties 

and would help to buffer the intermittent stream 

that is a headwater for Vaughn Run.  

PARCEL #13 

 Parcel #13 actually involves three properties 

under common family ownership totaling approxi-

mately 30 acres (Figure 27).  It is bisected by a 

stream and corresponding riparian corridor and in-

cludes a small pond, some intermittent streams to 

and from the pond, and some steep slopes.  The 

parcel has access to both Country View Lane (via 

Tricia Lane) and Old Skippack Road.  This dual ac-

cess will facilitate development of the property with-

out having to cross the riparian corridor.  

 The 18 acres of greenway land shown in Fig-

ure 28 will preserve the entire riparian corridor and 

adjacent pond as well as the intermittent streams. 

In addition, development will integrate well with the 

adjacent Country View Estates and Vaughn Run 

developments.  A greenway path has been proposed 

across this parcel, utilizing an existing emergency 

access road and connecting the potential trail along 

Old Skippack Road with the access easement from 

Tricia Lane to Old Sumneytown Pike near the ele-
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mentary school.  A portion of the greenway area has 

been located alongside the access easement in order 

to ensure access along this edge.  An alternate route 

through the greenway has also been indicated in 

Figure 28. 

PARCEL # 14 

 This 11-acre tract contains riparian corridor 

lands as well as intermittent streams and hydric 

soils (Figure 27).  A potential greenway connector 

trail also crosses the parcel along the back edge.   

 The 6.7 acres of greenway land shown in Fig-

ure 28 will preserve the riparian lands and connect 

to greenway lands on Parcel #13 and Parcel #16.  

Although the greenway area is not able to preserve 

the hydric soils, the area for residential develop-

ment will relate to the existing dwelling on the par-

cel, development in Country View Estates, and to 

potential development on Parcel #16, making the 

eastern bank of the stream corridor well preserved.  

If a road connection to Parcel #16 were achieved, 

the new homes would be able to avoid the existing 

home and the bridge over the stream, which could 

mean a new bridge might not be necessary. 

PARCEL #15 

 A 14.6-acre parcel containing one historic 

dwelling, Parcel #15 is also the headwater area of a 

tributary of Vaughn Run, includes agricultural and 

Figure 27 
Resources on Parcels #13, #14, #15, #16, and #17  



GREENWAY PRESERVATION GUIDEBOOK 

 43 

Chapter 4 - Vaughn Run/East Branch Perkiomen Creek Greenway Delineation Draft: 8/6/2013 

meadow lands, and a wooded area in the riparian 

corridor (Figure 27). 

 The greenway area shown in Figure 28 on 

this parcel will further expand the greenway corri-

dor that extends through Parcels #13, #14, and 

#16, connecting it with the greenway across Skip-

pack Road.  The 8.8-acre greenway area is also con-

figured to preserve the intermittent stream or swale 

at the end of the tributary, and a separate area is 

shown to preserve the historic home.  Two alternate 

routes are shown for trail connections on the tract; 

however, a road crossing is preferred at the Quarry 

Road intersection.  The stone wall in front of the 

house should not need to be removed for the trail.  

Here the trail could be constructed of crushed grav-

el set flush with the current grade. 

PARCEL #16 

 A 21-acre tract, the riparian corridor only 

crosses one corner (Figure 27).  On this property the 

farm fields, view from the road, and trail connec-

tions are the next most valuable resources. 

 As seen in Figure 28, the 12.6-acre greenway 

area protects these resources including a wide por-

tion along Potato Road to protect the view while fa-

cilitating the installation of a pathway connector to 

the existing Potato Road open space.  Residential 

development will integrate with the development on 

Parcel #17 and possibly also Parcel #14. 
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PARCEL #17 

  This 10.2-acre parcel, as seen in Figure 27, 

is bisected by a small wooded area and includes 

some scattered steep slopes and a scenic rural view.   

 As shown in Figure 28, the 6-acre greenway 

area preserves the wooded area and the hedgerows 

buffering this parcel from its neighbors.  The green-

way areas are also configured to allow trail connec-

tions, preserve the view of the front field from Potato 

Road, and to cluster the new homes with those 

along Country View Lane and Parcel #16.  A break 

has been shown in the greenway along the bounda-

ry with Parcel #16 to suggest a road connection. 

PARCEL #18 

  Consisting of two properties under similar 

ownership, this 23-acre tract spans both sides of 

Vaughn Run and has a large amount of land within 

the riparian corridor (Figure 29), a wooded corridor 

along a small tributary, and scenic views from Sum-

neytown Pike.  The view to the right of the existing 

home is shown on page 45.  An access easement 

was created with a prior development plan. 

 The 14 acres of greenway land seen in Figure 

31 comprises the floodplain and riparian corridor as 

well as the trail connection corridors, reserving 

most of the upland area for residential development, 

which is then clustered around the existing house 

along Sumneytown Pike, around an area near the Salfordville 
Park 

Figure 29 
Resources on Parcels #18 & #20 



GREENWAY PRESERVATION GUIDEBOOK 

 45 

Chapter 4 - Vaughn Run/East Branch Perkiomen Creek Greenway Delineation Draft: 8/6/2013 

access to Shady Lane, or along Thompson Road.  

Trails are shown crisscrossing the parcel and there-

by providing key linkages to potential trails to Mo-

yer/Marks Park, Upper Salford Elementary School, 

and Salfordville Park.  A new pedestrian bridge 

would be needed to cross Vaughn Run, but this is 

valuable since the trail then reaches Old Sumney-

town Pike at its intersection with Potato Road where 

a trail could connect to the open space along Potato 

Road and to Salfordville Park via Woessner Road.  

The greenway area could not include the scenic 

views, which might still be preserved if new homes 

are located appropriately. 

PARCEL  #19 

 This 52-acre vacant parcel contains flood-

plains, a pond, and steep slopes along the tributary 

of the East Branch Perkiomen Creek, which travers-

es the entire road frontage (Figure 30).  The parcel 

also contains an intermittent tributary and is adja-

cent to the Moyer/Marks Park.  A pipeline also 

crosses the tract.  The southeastern boundary is 

along the top of a very steep slope to the East 

Branch Perkiomen Creek. 

 The greenway area for this parcel, shown in 

Figure 31, protects all the resources, extends the 

open space from the park, and creates corridors for 

trails around the perimeter of the tract.  As a result,  

the area for the development will be located on the 

Moyer/
Marks 
Park 

Figure 30 
Resources on Parcel #19 

Salford   Township 

View from Sumneytown Pike across Parcel #18 to the distant hillside. 
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upland area with potential additional access points 

to Joanne Lane and Sumneytown Pike, which would 

eliminate another bridge crossing the tributary, 

floodplain, steep slopes, and the riparian habitat. 

PARCEL  #20 

 Although intended as a regular suburban lot, 

this parcel is 10 acres and could qualify for a con-

servation subdivision.  As seen in Figure 29, a trib-

utary of the East Branch Perkiomen Creek crosses 

one corner of the parcel.     

 The 6 acres of greenway (Figure 31) preserves 

the riparian land and provide corridors for potential 

trail connections, particularly to the neighboring 

open space and existing public trail to the west.   

PARCEL #21 

 This parcel in the R-30 zoning district is ac-

tually two parcels totaling 8.2 acres and is adjacent 

to a large, privately conserved open space tract.  It 

contains one existing home along the road, a vacant 

lawn area, and a wooded area with a deeply cut 

drainageway and swales (Figure 32). 

 The greenway area shown in Figure 33 pre-

serves the wooded area on the parcel, which in-

cludes the steep sloped drainageway and all the ri-

parian corridor areas.  The development area is 

large enough for two new lots along the road similar 

to the existing home as well as neighboring homes. 

Figure 32 
Resources on Parcels #21 and #22 
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PARCEL #22 

 This 8.5-acre parcel is another parcel in the 

R-30 district that qualifies for conservation subdivi-

sion.  It is shaped like a “flag” or “rear” parcel,  but 

the home is located at the road frontage along with 

the rest of the homes in the village (Figure 32).  The 

home contributes to the village character with its 

pre-1920s style and should not be removed.  The 

rear portion of the lot is covered with young trees 

and is adjacent to the wooded area on Parcel #21 as 

well as to the large private conservation parcel. 

 Figure 33 shows the 5.1-acre greenway area 

including the small amount of riparian corridor 

buffer and the larger trees, leaving development 

space for new homes located as close as possible to 

the access driveway and the potential new homes 

on Parcel #21.  The existing driveway should be al-

lowed to suffice as access to the new homes without 

the need to remove the existing home. 

PARCEL #23 

 Two properties under similar ownership to-

taling 27 acres, this agricultural property contains a 

large area within the riparian buffer of a tributary of 

the East Branch Perkiomen Creek  and some flood-

plain area (Figure 34).  The parcel also includes a 

historic home, very steep slopes along the East 

Branch Perkiomen Creek, and a pipeline crossing 

the northwestern corner of the parcel.   

Figure 34 
Resources on Parcels #23 and #24 
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 The property’s location between the large pri-

vately conserved open space property and Parcel 

#24 makes it an important link in the greenway be-

tween Salfordville and Shelly Square.  The 16 acres 

of greenway land shown in Figure 35 will protect the 

resources and historic home mentioned above.  

Since the East Branch Perkiomen Creek separates 

the greenway on Parcel #23 from the greenway on 

Parcel #24, the bridge along Shelly Road is an im-

portant connection element for pathways.  The de-

velopment portion of the property will be focused 

along the upland ridge down the center of the par-

cel. A gap was created in the greenway land to sug-

gest a roadway connection to Diminjan Lane.     

PARCEL  #24 

 As seen in Figure 34, this 28-acre parcel con-

tains extensive floodplains along the East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek and has frontage along and views 

from both Shelly Road and Sumneytown Pike.  

Shelly Road, view across Parcel #24 from near the bridge.  Note the view includes the tree tops along Sumneytown Pike, however low 
buildings could be located underneath them without obscuring the view. 

Figure 35 
Greenway Areas for Parcels #23 and #24 
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 The greenway land (Figure 35) will preserve 

all the floodplains and the riparian lands. The de-

velopment portion of the property will orient devel-

opment toward the Sumneytown Pike frontage and 

the greenway will buffer dwellings from the Shelly 

Road frontage and the Shelly Square shopping cen-

ter as well as preserve a foreground of preserved 

land either for some of the view from Shelly Road or 

for screening plantings.  This parcel is also im-

portant for the pathway along the East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek.  Strips of greenway are shown 

along the northwestern and southeastern approach-

es to Sumneytown Pike in order to allow for future 

trail access to and from Sumneytown Pike.      

PARCEL  #25 

 An oddly shaped 13.6-acre parcel, as seen in 

Figure 36, Parcel #25 is similar to Parcel #26 in that 

it is extensively wooded and contains several acres 

of riparian corridor buffer area. This parcel, howev-

er, has more intermittent streams, a historic home, 

and two long street frontages, one along busy Sum-

neytown Pike and the other along a residential road. 

 Figure 37 shows the 8.5 acres of greenway 

land results in preserving as much of the riparian 

buffer area as possible, the historic house, and all 

of the woodlands, leaving a narrow frontage for de-

velopment and access along Sumneytown Pike and 

a wider area along Fallowfield Lane.  New develop-

Figure 36 
Resources on Parcels #25 and #26 
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ment along Sumneytown Pike should be similar to 

and extend the character of the buildings in 

Vernfield.  Also shown are the trail routes that serve 

to connect Morwood Road to the intersection of 

Sumneytown Pike and Shelly Road and then to the 

existing trail and Shelly Square Shopping Center. 

PARCEL #26 

 This 13.9-acre “rear lot” or “flag” parcel, as 

seen in Figure 36, is located along the riparian area 

of the East Branch Perkiomen Creek, extensively 

wooded, and contains areas of steep and very steep 

slopes as well as a home overlooking the creek. A 

very small area of the parcel seems to extend into 

Lower Salford Township.  An intermittent stream 

with no woodland cover crosses the eastern corner 

of the parcel and flows into Lower Salford Township.  

An existing trail in Lower Salford Township begins 

at the eastern property line and extends to a nearby 

cul-de-sac. 

 Greenway preservation, as shown in Figure 

37, includes the steep slopes and as much as possi-

ble of the site’s riparian corridor and woodlands 

while still recognizing that the exiting development 

on the site is within the riparian corridor buffer ar-

ea.  The developed area includes the least vegetated 

areas of the parcel and allows for the removal of 

some of the trees at the highest point and with the 

least steep slopes.  A new trail is proposed to con-

Figure 37 
Greenway Areas for Parcels #25 and #26 
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nect from the existing trail, to and along the wide 

access strip, and out to Sumneytown Pike where a 

future roadside trail would then make a connection 

to the existing trail at Shelly Square. 

PARCEL #27 

 The final “parcel” in the Vaughn Run/East 

Branch Creek Greenway, Parcel #27 is actually 

about 133 acres of the complete 270-acre tract that 

includes Parcel #52.  As seen in Figure 38, this half 

of the tract is not only physically separated from the 

other half by Old Skippack Road but also for this 

greenway guidebook it is separated into the Vaughn 

Run/East Branch Perkiomen Creek Landscape 

Character Zone due to its significantly different con-

tributions to the township’s landscape character.    

 Parcel 27 drains almost entirely directly to 

the East Branch Perkiomen Creek.  A vast amount 

of this parcel is covered by floodplains, steep slopes, 

intermittent streams, and trees.  In addition, a 

large, wooded and steeply sloped 22-acre portion is 

Shelly Rd., panoramic view from northern corner of Parcel #27, looking south – view extends to trees on left, ridge in field, and roadside trees  

Shelly Rd., panoramic view from the northern edge of Parcel #27, down 
from the top of the crest in the road, looking east – the long view extends to 
distant hills on the left, to trees on the right.  
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Old Skippack Rd, across from the former Stutzman House, 
looking north across this portion of Parcel #27.  The view 
extends far behind the trees on the left to the trees at the 
back and side of the field. 

Figure 38 
Resources on Parcel #27 
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isolated on the opposite side of the East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek.  Also, the open farm fields and 

the views across them from along the two bounding 

roads are very important characteristics for the ru-

ral character of the township.  Several photos of 

these views are included on this, the previous, and 

the following page. 

 The preservation of all riparian lands and 

steep slopes comprises the majority of the 80 acres 

of greenway land.  The remainder of the greenway 

acreage was placed in locations and configurations 

to ensure preserving as much of the roadside views 

as possible.  The greenway areas in the existing 

farm fields should continue to be farmed or at least 

occasionally mowed to keep shrub growth low and 

maintain the views across the fields.   Thin strips of 

greenway were extended from the larger areas to en-

sure areas for trails and the preservation or plant-

ing of important visual buffers.  
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 With over 53 acres available for development, 

there will be a lot of flexibility in the location and 

layout of the homes.  Preferably development for the 

parcel will be located in areas where the new homes 

would not be seen from the road, such as in the 

northernmost field, in lower areas hidden by sloping 

land, or behind new or existing plantings.  Since the 

actual development could only use about 20 acres 

or be phased in over time, it is most preferred that 

the viewshed areas (Figure 38) not be developed or 

at least developed last. 

Old Skippack Rd., panoramic view from the southern corner of Parcel #27, across from the former Stutzman barn, looking east to southeast – 
the view extends to the trees at the top of the slope to the East Branch Perkiomen Creek.  
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Greenway Areas for Parcel #27 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SALFORD VILLAGE 

GREENWAY DELINEATION 

THE SALFORD VILLAGE GREENWAY  

 The Salford Village Landscape Character 

Zone, identified at right in Figure 40, contains 11 

eligible parcels  (or combinations of parcels under 

the same ownership), and part of one parcel, total-

ing 282 acres.  Figure 41 shows the resources and 

greenway path opportunities in the Salford Village 

Greenway area.  Preserving 60 percent of these 

properties will yield 169 acres of greenway land, as 

delineated in Figure 42. 

 Focused around the village of Salford and 

along the Perkiomen Creek, this landscape charac-

ter zone contains one of the largest concentrations 

of steep slopes in the township.  These steep slopes 

are most prevalent along the Perkiomen Creek and 

its tributary streams, often in conjunction with 

woodlands. The lands surrounding the New Go-

shenhoppen Church, shown as institutional land in 

Figure 41, are a central component of the           

Salford Village Greenway.  These lands provide an 

important link between the two primary clusters of 

Figure 40 
Eligible Properties in the Salford Village Landscape 
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Figure 41 
Salford Village Landscape Resources 
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Figure 42 
Salford Village Greenway Land 
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eligible land in the Salford Village Landscape Char-

acter Zone.  The delineation criteria for this land-

scape character zone focuses on buffering the 

church lands, protecting steep slopes and riparian 

corridors, creating trail connections, and protecting 

historic resources.  This greenway will serve as a 

“greenbelt” around Salford Village, forming a loop 

from one end of William Rahmer Memorial Park to 

the other, as seen in Figure 42.      

 In addition to the primary greenway delinea-

tion considerations from Chapter 1, such as pro-

tecting:  

Old Goshenhoppen Church 

One of the historic vacation cabins on Parcel #29 with a scenic overlook of 
the Perkiomen Creek. 
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Steep slopes 

Floodplains 

Wetlands 

other fundamental considerations include: 

Providing buffers to adjoining parks or other 

protected lands 

Limiting the bisection of greenway land by 

internal streets  

Preserving local historic resources 

Maintaining adequate length-to-width ratios 

 Also, the specific greenway design criteria for 

the Salford Village Landscape Character Zone in-

clude: 

Protecting and restoring the riparian buffers 

Restoring and preserving the woodlands  

Buffering Old Goshenhoppen Church lands 

Integrating pathway connections 

Figure 41 provides an overview of these re-

sources for all the parcels in this landscape charac-

ter zone.  Figure 42 overlays the resulting greenway 

areas and new potential trails over the resources 

shown in Figure 41, showing which resources would 

or would not be preserved and some of the connec-

tions and interrelationships beyond the parcels. 

 

 

 

 

A historic home on Parcel #29 
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PARCEL-BY-PARCEL DELINEATION 

PARCEL #28 

 This property is located at a major bend in 

the Perkiomen Creek and is comprised of three 

parts extending along the creek up to and across 

Hendricks Station Road and the Perkiomen Trail 

(Figure 43).  The parcel totals just over 22 acres.  

Large portions along the creek are in the floodplain, 

have steep slopes, and are wooded.  The upland 

portions are bisected by the road and the trail but 

are currently open fields with perimeter hedgerows.  

The parcel is a significant portion of the land in the 

historic hamlet of Hendricks Station. 

 As seen in Figure 44, almost all of the 13.4-

acre greenway area was determined by the extensive 

floodplain and steep areas plus some adjacent area, 

leaving the developable portion closer to the road 

and making it possible for any new homes, if sited 

and designed properly, to contribute to the hamlet’s 

Three of the historic homes in Hendricks Station 

Figure 43 
Resources on Parcel #28  
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historic character.  As seen in Figure 44, a trail 

stub connecting the Perkiomen Trail to a trail sys-

tem in Lower Frederick Township would cross this 

parcel in the greenway area, then adjacent to the 

road and across the bridge. 

PARCEL #29 

 This parcel, extending along the Perkiomen 

Creek, consists of three portions located on both 

sides of Hendricks Road and the Perkiomen Trail. 

The parcel is actually at least two properties 

(totaling 51.5 acres) under the same ownership.  As 

seen in Figure 45, this heavily wooded parcel con-

tains some floodplain, an extensive amount of steep 

slopes, and extends along the creek to William 

Figure 44 
Parcel #28 Greenway Land 
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The historic home along Hendricks Station Road adjacent 
to the northeast corner of Parcel #28 
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Rahmer Memorial Park.  This property also includes 

several historic cabins (see photo) which represent 

an important part of Upper Salford’s history — the 

time in the early 1900s when this region was a des-

tination for tourists from Norristown and Philadel-

phia looking for a natural respite along the 

Perkiomen Valley.  There is a pre-1900 farmhouse 

on the property as well.   

 In addition to providing riparian resource 

protection along the Perkiomen Creek (Figure 46), a 

large amount of the 30.9-acre greenway area con-

sists of steep slopes along the Perkiomen Creek, 

Hendricks Road, and along the western edge of the 

parcel.  Unfortunately not all of the wooded area 

could be included in the greenway area.  The trails 

shown are integral parts of connections from the 

Perkiomen Trail to Woxall, Orchard Park, and Old 

Goshenhoppen as well as part of an overall loop 

around the village of Salford.  If this property is de-

Figure 45 
Resources on Parcels #29 and #30 
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veloped, the township should work closely with the 

developer to minimize tree removal, encourage good 

woodlot management, preserve the historic build-

ings, consider coordinating with potential develop-

ment on Parcel #30, and ensure the trail connec-

tions are provided. 

PARCEL #30 

 This 50.5-acre property is bisected by a 

stream corridor which includes a concentration of 

steep slopes along the stream.  The parcel is adja-

cent to the Old Goshenhoppen Church property and 

contains a historic house and barn. 

 The 30.3 acres of greenway land were deline-

ated to extend the open space from Parcel #29 along 

the Hendricks Road frontage and at the rear of the 

parcel, preserve all steep slopes, and maximize pro-

tection of the riparian corridor and woodlands.  This 

arrangement of greenway land also allows for devel-

opment to take place on the non-wooded portion of 

the tract in conjunction with the area delineated for 

development on the adjacent parcel.  In addition, 

the preserved woodlands will buffer lands of the 

New Goshenhoppen Church, creating a greenway 

with trail connections across this parcel.  Lastly, the 

greenway includes a 19th century farmhouse that 

represents the history of farming in the area. 

PARCEL #31 

View along Skippack Road toward Quarry Road over Parcel #31 Google Street View 

Figure 46 
Parcel #29 and #30 Greenway Land 
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 Located on the other side of the New Go-

shenhoppen Church property from Parcel #30, this 

53.5-acre parcel spans across Quarry Road (Figure 

47).  It is mostly farm fields but also includes a 

woodlot at its western corner adjacent to the Old 

Goshenhoppen Church property.  The scenic views 

at the intersection of Skippack Road and Quarry 

Road (photo, page 63) are important for retaining 

the township’s rural character and to visually sepa-

rate the villages of Woxall and Salfordville. 

 The greenway will buffer the church property, 

which also protects the riparian corridor and the 

woodlot; preserve the scenic view; allow space for 

development to cluster in places that extend the vil-

lage development patterns but still keep the villages 

separate; and reduce roadway bisection of greenway 

land (Figure 48).  The greenway extends down a 

tributary to the Perkiomen Creek toward William 

Rahmer Memorial Park and also extends toward 

Salfordville.  It will provide important pathway con-

nections between the villages of Woxall, Salfordville, 

and Salford, as well as to the Perkiomen Trail.  

PARCEL #32 

 Moving southwest from Parcel #31, the next 

five parcels are heavily influenced by steep slopes 

and riparian corridors.  Parcel #32 includes not only 

these features but also fronts along a scenic, wood-

ed portion of Quarry Road (Figure 47). 

Figure 47 
Resources on Parcels #31, #32, #33, and #34 
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 As a result, most of the greenway land on 

Parcel #32 contains the wooded riparian corridor 

and steep slopes.  The parcel’s development portion 

includes an area on the western side of the parcel 

that could be accessed by a driveway along the 

western side from Quarry Road or by a new access 

strip from Church Road. Important trail connec-

tions would be along the stream corridor, the south-

east side, and along the side adjacent to Parcel #31.  

PARCEL # 33 

 This 10-acre parcel has a significant amount 

of riparian corridor and woods (Figures 47 and 49).  

 The 6-acre greenway includes the riparian 

area, creating with Parcels #34 and #36 a greenway 

corridor that will connect the Salford Village Land-

scape to the Agricultural Heritage Landscape to the 

east (Figure 48). Residential development would be 

focused toward Quarry Road similar to the smaller 

neighboring properties along Quarry Road.  Any 

new development should consider the scenic values 

along this road.  The location and shape of the par-

cel provides important connections for three trails.  

PARCEL #34 

  This 10-acre parcel is almost completely cov-

ered by a 300-foot riparian buffer as well as being 

bisected by an embankment and a swale with steep 

slopes (Figures 47 and 49).    

Figure 49 
Resources for Parcels #35 and #36 
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 The 6 acres of greenway land protects the 

land along the stream as much as possible while 

allowing for some expansion to and development 

around the existing home (Figure 48).  A second de-

velopable area is shown below the steep slope bisec-

tion with access allowed around the embankment 

and at the top of the swale along the southeastern 

side of the parcel.  Development connections be-

tween this parcel and Parcels #41 and #42 are en-

couraged since this would provide a vehicular con-

nection between Quarry Road and Salford Street.  

The three trail connections are important and 

should be provided, although the one along the 

stream corridor could be provided by Parcel #33.  

PARCEL #35 

 This 21.2-acre parcel is comprised of three 

distinct parts (Figure 49).  The western portion con-

tains open fields and the house, the central portion 

is a wooded riparian corridor, and the eastern end 

is another open field.  Except for the riparian buffer 

area, the fields have no other factors.  The western 

end abuts the smaller lot development of Salford.   

 The greenway land protects the riparian cor-

ridor to the greatest extent possible and preserves 

the eastern field (Figure 50).  Residential develop-

ment will be focused toward Quarry Road as an ex-

tension of the residential village character of Sal-

ford.  The location and shape of the parcel makes 

three trail connections on the tract.  One is an im-

Figure 50 
Parcels #35, 36 Greenway Land 
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portant section along the stream corridor; the sec-

ond, along Quarry Road, is  crucial to connecting 

several trails to the village of Salford.  The third 

connects into the Agricultural Heritage Landscape. 

PARCEL  #36 

 This 10-acre parcel is heavily covered with a 

wooded riparian corridor and steep slopes (Figure 49). 

 The greenway land cannot possibly protect 

all the valuable assets on this property, so the de-

lineation attempts to maximize protection of the ri-

parian corridor and its steep slopes (Figure 51).  

This is particularly important since two segments of 

the greenway converge on this property.  Residential 

development would be placed along the entrance 

road and in the vicinity of the existing dwelling.  

Two trails also converge along the two stream corri-

dors — both of which lead to the village of Salford — 

and each one leads to either Salfordville or Woxall. 

PARCEL #37 

 Since the stream passes along the road front-

age, the entire front half of this 10.8-acre parcel is 

completely within the riparian corridor (Figure 51).  

In addition, the rear portion of the parcel is exten-

sively wooded, leaving the central portion for the 

main dwelling. The stream corridor is also a desired 

route for an important trail connection. 

Figure 51 
Resources for Parcels #37, 38, & 39 
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 The 6.5 acres of greenway area protect the 

stream corridor and the wooded area and are split 

from each other but connect to greenway lands on 

Parcels #38, #40, and #41 (Figure 52).  Develop-

ment on this parcel could be coordinated with de-

velopment on Parcel #38.  While the difficulties of a 

trail strictly along the stream on this parcel are rec-

ognized, a trail should be provided.  It could be lo-

cated elsewhere as long as a trail connection from 

Parcel #41 to the Perkiomen Trail is made.  

PARCEL  #38 

 As seen in Figure 51, this 10.8-acre parcel is 

entirely within the riparian buffer area of two con-

verging streams and is heavily wooded.    

 This parcel will contain 6.5 acres of greenway 

land, protecting 75 to 150 feet of the riparian corri-

dor and almost all the site’s woodlands (Figure 52). 

Like Parcel #37, the greenway land is split and con-

nects with  the larger greenway system from two dif-

ferent directions.  Again, while the difficulties of a 

trail strictly along the streams here are recognized, 

the trails should be provided.  They could be located 

elsewhere as long as a trail connection from Parcels 

#40 and #41 to the Perkiomen Trail is made.  

PARCEL  #39 (SALFORD VILLAGE LANDSCAPE 

PORTION) 

 While this portion of Parcel #39 is only 7 

acres, it is separated from the rest of the parcel by a 

Figure 52 
Parcels #37, 38, & 39 Greenway Land 
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road, a steep slope, and a stream corridor.  As a re-

sult, it is much more oriented toward the village of 

Salford  than the rest of the parcel, which is much 

more valuable as farmland (and festival land).  

Therefore it has very different greenway values than 

the larger portion.  Nevertheless, if the larger parcel 

became subject to subdivision, this smaller portion 

would also.  In addition, while this portion is only 7 

acres, any development of this portion would in-

volve a subdivision from the whole 85-acre tract. 

Therefore, the greenway delineation is necessary 

however a strict 60 percent greenway area of this 

portion may not be required.  

 This portion of Parcel #39 is adjacent to the 

Perkiomen Trail and one road, is bisected by anoth-

er road, and is traversed by a wooded stream.  The 

long narrow portion along Salford Station Road is a 

wooded steep slope.   

 Including the wooded area in the greenway 

for this portion results in close to 60 percent of the 

area of the portion.  The wooded area also includes 

the stream and steep slopes.  This greenway area  

allows the open areas on both sides of Harmon 

Road to be developed as well as provides space for 

the trail connection to the Perkiomen Trail. 

One of the historic vacation cabins on Parcel #29 with a scenic overlook of 
the Perkiomen Creek. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

AGRICULTURAL       
HERITAGE GREENWAY 

DELINEATION 

THE AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE GREENWAY  

 The Agricultural Heritage Landscape Charac-

ter Zone, identified at right in Figure 53, contains 

17 eligible parcels (or combinations of parcels under 

the same ownership), and part of one parcel, total-

ing 621 acres. Figure 54 shows the resources and 

greenway path opportunities in the Agricultural 

Heritage Landscape Greenway area.  Preserving 60 

percent of these properties will yield 376 acres of 

greenway land, as delineated in Figure 55.  

 This landscape zone contains the largest con-

centration of agricultural lands remaining in the 

township. Beyond almost complete coverage by 

prime agricultural soils and soils of statewide signif-

icance, this landscape zone has limited natural re-

sources.  The prime consideration for greenway de-

lineation within this landscape character zone is the 

creation of a large block of agricultural land, with 

the goal of maintaining future agricultural viability. 

Located on the township’s central ridge, this land-

Figure 53 
Eligible Properties in the Agricultural Heritage Landscape 
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Figure 54 
Agriculture Heritage Landscape Resources 
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Figure 55 
Agriculture Heritage Landscape Greenway Land 
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scape zone also contains the headwaters for several 

tributaries to the Perkiomen Creek and the East 

Branch Perkiomen, making preservation of riparian 

corridors particularly important for maintaining wa-

ter quality.  In addition, the large number of farm 

fields along roadways in this area contribute very 

significantly to the rural character of the township  

and need to be included in greenways whenever 

possible. 

 The pathway system shown is a combination 

of the trials proposed by the township in its 2003 

Crossroads and Greenways plan and its 2007 Open 

Space and Recreation Plan as well as new trail op-

portunities as a result of the greenway areas.  This 

trail system traverses through this landscape char-

View A (see figure 54): Along Wolford Road over farmland on Parcel #48 with historic home on Parcel #49 on the right 
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acter zone which is situated in the middle of the 

township making trails in this zone critical to en-

sure a complete township-wide trail system. 

 In addition to the primary greenway delinea-

tion considerations from Chapter 1, such as pro-

tecting: 

Steep slopes 

Floodplains 

Wetlands 

other fundamental considerations include: 

Providing buffers to adjoining parks or other 

protected lands 

Limiting the bisection of greenway land by 

internal streets  

Preserving local historic resources 

Maintaining adequate length-to-width ratios View C: From Larson Road over preserved farmland 

View B (see Figure 54): Scenic view over Parcel #52 from Old Skippack Road.  Spring Mountain in the distance left of center.  The greenway 
would preserve all the farmland and this entire scenic view. 
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 Also, the specific greenway design criteria for 

the Agricultural Heritage Landscape Character Zone 

include: 

Create large blocks of agricultural land 

Maximize resource protection of Old Pool 

Farm 

Preserve farmstead homes 

Maintain hedgerows, rock outcrops, and oth-

er farmland features 

Protect viewsheds 

Consider roadway interconnections and cir-

culation 

Riparian buffer creation along headwater 

streams 

Integrate pathway connections 

 

PARCEL-BY-PARCEL DELINEATION 

PARCEL #39 

 Commonly referred to as the Old Pool Farm, 

this property is not only the site of the annual Phil-

adelphia Folk Festival but is a working farm.  The 

small portion of the parcel that is located on the 

north side of Salford Station Road is in the Salford 

Village Landscape area, and is discussed in Chapter 

5.  The large, 78-acre portion of the parcel is the 

subject in this landscape area.  As seen in Figure 

56, this portion is bisected by a stream that is a 

Figure 56 
Resources on Parcels #39 and #40  
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tributary to the Perkiomen Creek.  On both sides of 

the stream are large farm fields, totaling over 50 

acres.  Along the stream are some steep slopes, 

woods, and other riparian corridor resources.  In 

the southwestern area there are some infiltration 

and hydric soils and the NAI conservation land-

scape also crosses this area. 

 The greenway area shown in Figure 57 pro-

tects the northern farm field as well as the entire 

stream buffer area, helping to create a large green-

way block with neighboring parcels.  The entire edge 

along the Perkiomen Trail is also preserved, leaving 

for development the area behind the existing struc-

tures on the parcel.  Since a long segment of the 

Perkiomen Trail is adjacent to the parcel, several 

trail connections should be provided. 

PARCEL #40 

 This 14-acre site is currently farmed and is 

also between two riparian corridors (Figure 56).  The 

southwestern edge contains some steeper slopes.   

 The greenway, shown in Figure 57, preserves 

as much  farmland, steep slopes, and riparian buff-

er area as possible, using a shape that follows the 

farming pattern.  It also locates the development 

along the existing shared access driveway and near 

the existing structures, allowing for reduced devel-

opment costs and impacts. A trail link connecting 

two stream corridors crosses the western edge of 

the parcel. 
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PARCEL #41 

 This 53.4-acre parcel consists of two parcels 

under single ownership on both sides of Salford 

Street (Figure 58).  It is being farmed and each half 

is bisected by a wooded, intermittent stream.  The 

southern end of the parcel is within the buffer of a 

tributary to the Perkiomen Creek.  A historic farm-

stead is along Salford Street.  Access easements 

were created with a previous development proposal. 

 To ensure enlarging a continuous block of 

greenway area with neighboring parcels and pre-

serving the maximum amount of resources, the 

greenway, shown in Figure 59, follows the three 

wooded riparian corridors and creates streetside 

buffers to maintain scenic qualities along the road.  

As a result, the development areas for this parcel 

have been split into several areas.  This also allows 

for small increments of development and temporari-

ly preserves the remaining farmland.  The southern 

stream corridor is proposed to be an important part 

of the township’s pathway system, linking Salford 

and the township building to Salfordville.  A num-

ber of other trails also cross and bound this parcel 

to connect to various other trails and destinations. 

PARCEL #42 

 A wooded area and an open field provide the 

frontage of this 20.5-acre parcel along Salford 

Street.  Otherwise, as seen in Figure 58, other than 

the house and lawn, the parcel is being farmed.  

The border with Parcel #41 cuts through a field. 

Figure 58 
Resources on Parcels #41, #42, #43, and #44  
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 As shown in Figure 59, in order to ensure de-

velopment of this parcel does not eliminate the pos-

sibility of farming the field shared with Parcel #41, 

that area has been included in the greenway.  The 

wooded frontage also is included in the greenway 

and the developable area is located close to the ex-

isting structures.  Two trails through and along this 

parcel would extend connections from various other 

trails and nearby destinations such as the 

Perkiomen Trail, Salford, and Salfordville.  A road-

way connection might be possible to Parcel #34 

which would connect Salford Street to Quarry Road. 

PARCEL #43 

 As depicted in Figure 58, this 10.5-acre par-

cel shares a farm field with Parcel #44.  In addition, 

the location of this parcel is important as a connec-

tion between other more significant parcels. 

 The greenway shown in Figure 59 includes 

the portion of the farm field, leaves development in 

the opposite portion near the road, and the remain-

der between these two areas becomes greenway, 

too.  This middle area could be used for farming 

and is needed for a trail connection to Parcels #41 

and #44. 

PARCEL #44 

 As seen in Figure 58, this 10.6-acre property 

is entirely within the riparian headwater corridor, a 

narrow portion of which is wooded.  
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 The 6.3-acre greenway shown in Figure 59 

preserves the farmland and as much of the corridor 

buffer as possible.  Development will be located in 

the vicinity of the existing dwelling closer to Salford 

Street.   The trail system includes a segment on this 

parcel along the stream as well as a connection 

from Parcel #43 to Parcel #48.  A roadway connec-

tion might be possible to Parcel #48 which would 

connect Salford Street to Wolford Road. 

PARCEL #45 

 All but about 4 acres of this 51-acre parcel is 

farmed (Figure 60).  A stream and its riparian corri-

dor cuts through the parcel.  Of additional im-

portance, this parcel is the main greenway connect-

or between Parcels #40, #41, #43, #44, and #46.  

While this parcel has an access strip off Salford Sta-

tion Road, it also has frontage along Wolford Road.  

 The greenway, therefore, preserves as much 

of the farmland and buffer area as possible, creat-

ing greenway continuity and multiple trail connec-

tions to all of its eligible neighbors (Figure 61).  

Since development may occur on adjacent parcels, 

it may be worthwhile to consider future roadway 

connections from Parcels #40 and #46.  

PARCEL #46 

 There are no structures on this 26.1-acre 

parcel and all of it is farmed except for just over 5 

acres along the headwater stream corridor in the 

northern section of the parcel.    

Figure 60 
Resources on Parcels #45 and #46  
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 Having eligible parcels on three sides, this 

parcel plays a key role in connecting the greenway 

land west of Wolford Road to greenway land in the 

eastern part of the township.  Therefore, the 16 

acres of greenway land is adjacent to Parcels #44, 

#45, and #47, focusing the area for residential de-

velopment to the southernmost portion of the site 

with its large amount of road frontage.  In consider-

ation of this, the frontage along Wolford Road will 

need to be landscaped in a way that protects the 

rural character of the streetscape.  Key greenway 

path connections cross and bound this parcel. 

PARCEL #47 

 As seen in Figures 60 and 62, except for the 

area around the structure, the entirety of this 13.1-

acre parcel is being farmed.  In addition, the front-

age along Wolford is in the riparian headwater hy-

drology buffer and is the location of one of the key 

paths in the township trail system. 

 The nearly 8 acres of greenway connect to 

greenway areas on Parcels #46 and #48, as shown 

in Figures 61 and 63.  Protection of the hydrology 

buffer also serves to protect the rural character of 

the scenic roadway as well as valuable farmland.  

The greenway extends along the southwestern edge 

of the parcel to protect and provide expansion area 

for the hedgerow.  The greenway wraps around the 

rear parcel line to allow expansion of the wooded 

areas on Parcels #46 and #48.  Development will be 

oriented toward the rear of the parcel, behind the 
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existing dwelling and could be connected to devel-

opment on Parcel #48.  A key trail route is shown 

along this side of Wolford Road, providing a connec-

tion to Salfordville, the Township Park, and the 

Perkiomen Trail. 

PARCEL #48 

 As seen in Figure 62, this 28.1-acre parcel 

located along the southern edge of Salfordville, with 

the exception of the farmstead and the woodlot in 

the western corner, is entirely farmed.  Like neigh-

boring parcels, the Wolford Road frontage is within 

the headwater stream hydrology buffer.  Another 

similar buffer area is along the rear parcel line and 

trail connections along Wolford Road and from Wol-

ford Road to the rear of the parcel are shown. 

 Figure 63 shows the 16.9-acre greenway area 

covering the two buffer areas and the woodlot.  The 

greenway area towards the front was configured to 

preserve a rectilinear farm field area.  A strip along 

Parcel #47 is shown to preserve the hedgerow and 

to provide either additional planting area or space 

for the trail.  Due to its proximity to Salfordville and 

other trails, trails are to be provided along all the 

perimeter boundaries.  The developable area on this 

parcel extends toward the developable area on Par-

cel #47, allowing for a connection between the two 

and potentially sharing access roads to Wolford 

Road.  A road connection through the northern bor-

der to Old Skippack Road could also be considered. 

Figure 62 
Resources on Parcels #47, #48, #49, and #50  
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PARCEL #49 

  Located on the outskirts of Salfordville, this 

12.1-acre parcel is primarily used as a horse farm.  

It includes a historic farmhouse along the Wolford 

Road frontage and about half of the parcel is within 

the headwater stream hydrology buffer (Figure 62).  

Most of the rest of the parcel contains hydric soils. 

 In addition to ensuring a connection to the 

adjacent greenway area, preserving the riparian 

buffer area is a prime greenway objective for the site 

and uses almost all of the greenway area to do so 

(Figure 63).  This also protects the woodlands, 

which will be key to establishing a wooded riparian 

corridor along the stream.  Given the location of the 

stream on this parcel, however, the residential de-

velopment portion of the site needs to be in the rear 

of the parcel and is likely to require some wood-

lands removal for access unless alternative routes 

can be established through neighboring parcels.  A 

trail is shown along the northern boundary of the 

parcel that connects Schwenksville Road to a poten-

tial trail at the western end of Salfordville, acting 

like a pedestrian, bike, and equestrian alternative to 

Old Skippack Road.  Another significant greenway 

path segment along the southern boundary would 

help connect Salfordville to the East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek in Lower Salford Township.  A 

third trail along the eastern edge of the woods along 

the stream could be an alternative, perhaps more 

interesting, route to the one along Wolford Road. 
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PARCEL #50 

 Well over half of this 14.3-acre parcel is with-

in the riparian corridor hydrology buffer along the 

front of the parcel and more than half of the back of 

the parcel is farmed (Figure 62).  In addition, the 

greenway path shown on Parcel #49 could instead 

cross this parcel although that is perhaps less de-

sirable if the existing structures are to remain.  

 The 8.6 acres of greenway will preserve the 

riparian land and connect to greenway areas across 

Parcels #47, #48, #49, and #51 (Figure 63).  The ar-

ea for residential development will relate to the ex-

isting dwelling toward the rear of the parcel and will 

provide the potential to interconnect with develop-

ment areas on Parcels #49 and #51.  In addition to 

the trail mentioned above, a pathway could be pro-

vided along the southern boundary, connecting 

Wolford Road to Schwenksville Road and destina-

tions beyond.  A third trail could also be provided in 

the narrow field between the stream and the hedge-

row, thereby extending the trail from Parcel #49 and 

creating an alternative to a trail along Wolford Road. 

PARCEL #51 

 In addition to the farm fields, a number of 

resources can be seen in Figure 64 on this 21.7-

acre parcel such as the headwaters of the stream, 

the pond, and their buffer areas.  The parcel is also 

bisected by a gas pipeline and includes a historic 
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farm complex, shown in Photo D, which is framed 

by scenic views of the farm fields to the left and 

right of the house and older barns. 

 Serving as a key greenway connection to the 

Agricultural Heritage greenway system, the 13 acres 

of greenway land will add to a significant block of 

important agricultural land within this greenway 

system (Figure 65).  With Parcels #49, #50 and #52, 

this parcel will also facilitate the development of im-

portant greenway paths, connecting Upper Salford 

and Lower Salford together.  The residential devel-

Photo D (see Figure 54): view of the historic farm complex on Parcel#51 from Schwenksville Road 

View E (see Figure 54): Historic farmhouse on Parcel #52 along Old Skip-
pack Road near the Lower Salford Township boundary. 
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Figure 64 
Resources on Parcel #51, #52, and #53  

opment portion of the site will be oriented behind 

the parcel’s existing dwelling and farm structures. 

The older farm structures should be preserved as 

part of any residential development to retain the ag-

ricultural heritage of the area as well as the rural 

views from Schwenksville Road.  Roadway connec-

tions to Parcels #49 and #50 should also be consid-

ered.      

PARCEL #52 

 This is actually a 148.4-acre portion of the 

overall tract, which when combined together with 

the 133.4-acre Parcel #27, totals 281.8 acres.  Par-

cel #27 and its resources are much more relevant to 

the Vaughn Run / East Branch Perkiomen Creek 

Landscape (Chapter 4) and this portion, Parcel #52, 

is much more relevant to the Agricultural Heritage 

Landscape, therefore the division in this guidebook.  

It is possible that both parcels or any parts of them 

could be developed together, involving a different set 

of resources and development circumstances, how-

ever, the analysis and delineated greenway areas 

should still be able to guide decisions about the val-

ues of the parcels for the community and the envi-

ronment.  

 Parcel #52 is divided into three parts, sepa-

rated by Schwenksville Road and Old Skippack 

Road as seen in Figure 64.  The northwestern por-

tion has no existing structures, is entirely farmed, 

is bisected by an underground gas pipeline, and 
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since it slopes sharply downward from Old Skip-

pack Road, provides significant scenic views from 

both roads, including views to Spring Mountain and 

even Stone Hill four miles away in Lower Frederick 

Township.  The northeastern portion is a narrow 

strip along Old Skippack Road, has no structures, 

is being farmed, and contains hydric soils.  The 

third and largest portion stretches from Schwenks-

ville Road to the township line and from Old Skip-

pack Road to the stream along its southern edge, 

which itself has two tributaries of its own, plus a 

tributary intermittent stream or swale, on this par-

cel.  These are headwater streams and have a sig-

nificant amount of hydrology buffer areas on this 

parcel.  In addition, there are wooded areas, a pond, 

hydric soils, and significant scenic views across 

farm fields and to Spring Mountain and Stone Hill  

in the distance (see View B, page 75). 

 The largest area of the entire 89 acres of 

greenway for this parcel preserves farmland, one of 

the tributaries and its buffer area, and significant 

scenic views on the eastern end of the parcel.  Two 

developable areas have been provided near Parcel 

#54 to provide locations for development to be hid-

den, due to topography, from view along Skippack 

Road, thereby allowing development but protecting 

the scenic and rural character of the township.  The 

developable area extends up through the parcel us-

ing a hedgerow to screen the homes from view for 

the entire central section of the parcel.  More devel-
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opable area was necessary, so the area along Old 

Skippack Road on both sides of Schwenksville Road 

allows for an extension of the Salfordville village de-

velopment pattern.  The tributary and pond are pre-

served along with a farm field to their west and 

about half of the northwestern portion of the parcel 

west of Schwenksville Road.  Two other smaller de-

velopable areas allow in one case a few homes to be 

built with little impact on the rural view and in the 

other case a location along the road similar to 

neighboring properties. 

PARCEL #53 

 This 18.2-acre parcel, as seen in Figure 64, 

is almost completely within the riparian hydrology 

buffer area of two headwaters streams.  A signifi-

cant trail connection from Salfordville to Lower Sal-

ford Township crosses the rear of the property along 

the stream corridor. 

 The area for development shown in Figure 65 

is located in the front and center of the site (see 

View G, page 89), which not only keeps development 

costs and impacts lower, but also allows for the en-

tire farm field along the back parcel line to be pre-

served and the riparian buffer along the southern 

border to be almost full width.  The greenway also 

allows for the trail along the stream at the rear of 

the parcel.  Roadway connections could be provided 

along the northeastern side of this parcel to Parcel 

#52. 

View F (see Figure 54): Historic farm complex on Parcel #52 that would be 
preserved by the greenway 
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View H (see Figure 54): Tree-lined Salford Station Road looking west—Parcel #54 is on the right, the private conservation farmland on the left 

View G (see Figure 54): Parcel #53 from Schwenksville Road is a large mown yard.  This would be one of the areas for new development in 
order to preserve more valuable land in the rear of the parcel. 
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Figure 66 
Resources on Parcel #54  

PARCEL #54 

 This institutional parcel is a 96.2-acre por-

tion of a combination of parcels that extend into 

Lower Salford Township.  The use is a private resi-

dential school and community-based youth and 

family services provider.  Two of the organization’s 

buildings are on this parcel in Upper Salford Town-

ship.  One is a historic farmhouse, probably built 

before 1848, possibly around 1750 (see View I, page 

91), and used as an administration building; the 

other was built in 2009 and is used for the school’s 

residential functions. 

 As seen in Figure 66, the vast majority of the 

parcel is farmed and is bisected by a wooded stream 

corridor and its buffer area.  Another wooded 

stream corridor and buffer are located along the 

northeastern border of the parcel shared with Parcel 

#52.  Both of these corridors contain steep slopes 

and other natural features and they merge in Lower 

Salford Township near the rest of the school facili-

ties before crossing under the road there.  A large 

wooded area with braids of intermittent streams or 

swales is in the southernmost corner at Salford Sta-

tion Road and Freeman’s School Road.  Hydric soils 

are found in the area along Salford Station Road.  A 

trail easement, but no trail, already exists that 

traverses along the northwestern and northeastern 

boundary of the parcel and continues into Lower 

Salford Township out to Freeman School Road. 
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 The greenway, totaling 57.7 acres, shown in 

Figure 67, preserves about 43 acres of the farm-

land, all of the wooded areas of the stream corri-

dors, the roadside hedgerow and frontage buffer ar-

ea to maintain a rural roadside character (see View 

H, page 89), and the area of and around the historic 

building in order to preserve it.  The wooded area at 

the southern corner was not included only due to 

the lack of remaining greenway area and the pres-

ence of other higher value resources on the parcel, 

however, the township would like to preserve these 

woods in addition to the delineated greenway area, 

if that is possible.  The developable area, therefore 

is concentrated around the currently developed area 

near the road as well as a second area that is an 

extension from the developed area of the same prop-

erty in Lower Salford Township.  A trail should be 

provided along the exiting easement as well as along 

Salford Station Road and Freeman’s School Road, 

essentially encircling the parcel. 

PARCEL #55 

 This 11.2-acre parcel is adjacent on two sides 

to existing farmland including a large privately con-

served tract (Figure 68).  Across Schwenksville Road 

is the Township’s flagship public park and across 

Grubb Road at its intersection with Schwenksville 

Road is a township-owned farm field.  The south-

west corner contains the headwaters, hydric soils, 

and hydrology buffer for the stream that crosses 
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under Schwenksville Road and continues through 

the park, Parcels #58 and #57, under Clemmer’s 

Mill Road and into the Perkiomen Creek.  In 2009 

this parcel was developed on nearly 40% of the area 

including a large house, pool, and yard as well as a 

very large pole barn, parking areas, and a large ani-

mal enclosure area.   

 The greenway area on this property would 

primarily provide continuity from the public land at 

the township park to the privately conserved land 

behind and beside this parcel.  This northern por-

tion of the greenway area provides an important 

trail connection from the park to the trail easements 

on Parcel #54 and into Lower Salford Township.  In 

addition to the greenway area preserving all the re-

maining farmland, the portion of the greenway area 

at the corner of Grubb and Schwenksville Roads 

preserves the hydric soils around the headwaters of 

the stream.  While the township trail system does 

not now anticipate a trail along Grubb Road or 

Schwenksville Road, a narrow trail in an easement 

or street dedication might make sense so that 

neighbors can safely walk to the township park. 

AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE LANDSCAPE SUMMARY 

 In this area of the township, on 17 parcels of 

621 acres, 377 acres of greenway can be preserved 

creating a large block of preserved farmland and 

natural resources. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

SPRING MOUNTAIN            

GREENWAY DELINEATION 

THE SPRING MOUNTAIN GREENWAY  

 The Spring Mountain Landscape Character 

Zone, identified at right in Figure 70, contains 15 

eligible parcels (or combinations of parcels under 

the same ownership) totaling 477 acres.  Figure 71 

shows the resources and greenway path opportuni-

ties in the Spring Mountain Greenway area.  Pre-

serving 60 percent of these properties will yield 286 

acres of greenway land, as delineated in Figure 72.  

 As mentioned in Chapter 1, the Spring 

Mountain Landscape centers around Spring Moun-

tain, which is a “critical treasure” of the Highlands 

region.  It is also the top Natural Areas Inventory 

site within Montgomery County and, according to 

the 2008 Montgomery County Natural Areas Inven-

tory Update (see Figure 6), is the home of “an excep-

tionally high diversity of species of birds and plants 

including several rare species.”  The update pointed 

out that “158 acres of mostly wooded land remain 

in private ownership. All unprotected parcels within 

the area bounded by the Perkiomen Creek, Spring 

Mountain Road, and Schwenksville Road should be 

a high priority for protection.”  Also, “fields on both 
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Figure 71 
Spring Mountain Landscape Resources 
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Figure 72 
Spring Mountain Greenway Land 
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sides of Heflin Road on the eastern slope of Spring 

Mountain, … should be targeted for protection.”  

 The diabase woodlands and surrounding nat-

ural features create a habitat that is unique, mak-

ing preservation of the special combination of  land-

scapes of this area critical.  In this area, maintain-

ing and expanding the forest cover and nearby 

meadowland is a primary goal of greenway preserva-

tion. Interconnecting public lands, both physically 

and via pathways, should also be a chief design cri-

teria.  

 This landscape zone also contains two other 

areas of significance worthy of protection: the drain-

age areas around the tributaries to the Perkiomen 

Creek and to the East Branch Perkiomen Creek.  

These watersheds concentrate more kinds of natu-

ral resources than anywhere else in the township, 

converging steep slopes, infiltration soils, wood-

lands, prime agricultural soils, and viewsheds into 

one small area.  Focusing greenway protection on 

the riparian corridors in these areas will maximize 

resource protection in the Spring Mountain Land-

scape.  

 In addition to the fundamental delineation 

considerations listed at the beginning of Chapter 1, 

such as protecting:  

Steep slopes 

Floodplains 

Wetlands  

other fundamental considerations include: 
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Providing buffers to adjoining parks or other 

protected lands 

Limiting the bisection of greenway land by 

internal streets 

Preserving local historic resources 

Maintaining adequate length-to-width ratios 

Also, the specific greenway design criteria for 

the Spring Mountain Landscape Zone include: 

Protecting the woodland and fields Woodland 

and field protection around Spring Mountain 

Connecting public properties through adja-

cency and with pathways 

Recognizing the uniqueness of the East 

Branch Perkiomen Creek drainage area and 

providing riparian buffer protection 

Protecting the rural views along the roads 

 

PARCEL-BY-PARCEL DELINEATION 

PARCEL #56 

 This 13-acre parcel is owned by the Philadel-

phia Folk Song Society, which uses it once a year as 

parking for an annual concert festival at the Old 

Pool Farm (Parcel #39).  The field is farmed the re-

mainder of the year.  If developed, the remaining 

field is likely to be less valuable for farming than for 

habitat.  As seen in Figure 73, trails currently ring 

this property, extending into the township park.  A 

headwater stream bisects the parcel. 

Figure 73 
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Figure 74 
Greenway Land on Parcel #56 
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 The 7.8-acre greenway (Figure 74) includes 

the headwater stream corridor as well as hydric 

soils and 7 acres of fields.  Development is allowed 

along the entire frontage, like the neighboring prop-

erties.  The greenway also extends the public park 

land.  If development occurs, the trail system 

should be retained, and connections or easements 

should be provided to allow for future connections 

to neighboring properties and along the road. 

PARCEL #57 

 This 26-acre parcel (Figure 75) is fully wood-

ed, and a tributary to the Perkiomen Creek crosses 

58 

57 

Excerpt from 2007 Upper Salford Township Open Space 
and Recreation Plan 

Figure 75 
Resources on Parcel #57 and #58 
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through the northeastern end of the parcel.  The 

analysis from the 2007 Upper Salford Township 

Open Space and Recreation Plan identified the land 

around the tributary to be of the highest resource 

value in the township (see excerpt of a map from the 

plan).  The parcel is also in the Spring Mountain 

Conservation Landscape area of the NAI Update and 

contains various other valuable resources. 

 The 15.6-acre greenway area (shown in Fig-

ure 76) includes the wooded riparian high-value ar-

ea along the tributary as well as the steep slope ar-

ea along the lower end of the parcel near Clemmers 

Mill Road.  In addition, narrow portions of greenway 

connect the two larger areas and provide for trails 

that extend from Upper Salford Township Park to 

the Spring Mountain recreation area, the Perkiomen 

Trail, and across the Perkiomen Creek to Spring 

Mount.  The portion of the parcel for development 

uses the access strip from Spring Mount Road and 

the area that is least steep.  The driveway from 

Clemmers Mill Road could be an additional access.  

PARCEL #58 

 This semi-wooded, 107.3-acre parcel con-

tains many very valuable resources (Figure 75).  The 

analysis from the 2007 Upper Salford Township 

Open Space and Recreation Plan identified the land 

around the tributary that runs through this parcel 

to be of the highest resource value in the township 

(see excerpt of a map from the plan on page 98).  

57 

Spring  Mount  Road 

C
le
m

m
er

s 
 M

ill
   

R
oa

d 

Roa
d 

Upper 
Salford 

Township  
Park 

58 

S
ch

w
en

k
sv

ill
e 

N 

Township 
Open Space 

Eligible Parcels

Landscape Character Zone

Publicly Owned Land

Private Open Space Land

Preserved Farm

Private Conservation Land

Institutional Land

Greenway

Roads

Streams

Intermittent Streams and Swales

Existing Trail

Greenway Path System

Potential New Greenway Paths

Parcel Number5

Figure 76 
Greenway Land on Parcels #57 and #58 



GREENWAY PRESERVATION GUIDEBOOK Chapter 7 - Spring Mountain Greenway Delineation 

100  

Draft: 8/6/2013 

The parcel is also in the Spring Mountain Conserva-

tion Landscape area of the NAI Update. 

 The greenway areas seen in Figure 76 pre-

serve the vast majority of the highest value land ar-

ea, with particular attention to the hydrology buffer 

zone along the tributary; as much of the valuable 

Spring Mountain area woods as possible; the street-

side character; and a buffer area for the park.  Two 

historic structures and a few contributing accessory 

buildings are included in the greenway area for 

preservation purposes.  Several significant trail con-

nections are possible through this parcel, connect-

ing many residents to the township park, the 

Perkiomen Trail, and a trail hub at Schwenksville, 

Spring Mount, and Lederach Roads, as well as some 

astounding natural landscapes.  The three residen-

tial development areas were located: 1) along an ex-

isting farm road and wrapped around a pond; 2) as 

a loop extension of existing development along Win-

ter and Galen Lanes, which would connect these 

two long cul-de-sacs; and 3) in the least desirable 

area for development (a wooded area accessed from 

Spring Mount Road and limited by steep slopes).    

PARCEL #59 

 The woods that existed on this 10.3-acre par-

cel in 2005 have been totally removed, leaving as 

the only valuable resources on this parcel its adja-

cency to the woods and the open space on neighbor-

ing properties as well as headwater surface water 

Figure 77 
Resources on Parcels #59 and #60 
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flow to intermittent streams and the ponds below 

(Figure 77).   

 The 6.2-acre greenway area, however, adds 

the opportunity for a trail connection and potential 

re-establishment of the wooded area or use as a 

small farm field or natural meadow, which would 

protect some of the headwater area.  The greenway 

is extended along the side and the street to provide 

a trail corridor and maintain the open street side 

character, leaving the rest of the front portion of the 

parcel, which already includes a house, for residen-

tial development with easy access to the road. 

PARCEL #60 

 This 22.4-acre property has significant road 

frontage along Schwenksville and Lederach Roads, 

including the intersection with Spring Mount Road 

(Figure 77).  The Schwenksville Road streetscape is 

a tree-lined rural road (see photo at right) that is 

characteristic for Upper Salford, especially around 

Spring Mountain.  Both sides of Lederach Road are 

tree-lined with hedgerows.  Most of the parcel is in 

the NAI Spring Mountain Conservation Landscape, 

apparently for the fields that are adjacent to the 

woodland area on Spring Mountain.  However, the 

parcel does contain some woodlands that surround 

the historic house, barn and outbuildings; separate 

the fields at drainage ways; and buffer the nearby 

pond and its tributaries.   

 The 13.5 acres of greenway area (Figure 78)

preserves these features, provides important con- View north along Schwenksville Road. Parcel #60 is on the right. 

Figure 78 
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nections to other greenways and open spaces, and 

creates a small buffer around the neighboring his-

toric schoolhouse at the corner of Schwenksville 

and Lederach Roads.  Several significant trail corri-

dors are shown to traverse this parcel, connecting 

various destinations such as Upper Salford Town-

ship Park, the Spring Mountain recreation area, the 

Perkiomen Trail, at least two public open space are-

as, the Woodside Inn, and the East Branch of the 

Perkiomen Creek.  The two residential development 

areas are currently open agricultural land and 

could be connected together with a road(s) between 

them.  A road connection to the development area 

on Parcel #63 and to share access to Schwenksville 

Road would make sense. 

PARCEL #61 

 This 41.5-acre parcel, which is divided in two 

portions by Larson Road (see Figure 79), contains 

three large ponds on two tributaries.  Other im-

portant features of this site include the historic   

mid-1800s farmstead, which is on the end of the 

ridge nestled between the three ponds; the wooded 

steep slopes and buffer area around the ponds; and 

the woodlot in the southern corner. 

 The greenway for this parcel (Figure 80) pre-

serves the concentration of natural resources at the 

confluence of these two tributaries and the historic 

farmstead.  Unfortunately, 60 percent greenway is 

not enough to preserve all the valuable resources on 

this site, but the greenway does connect greenway 

Figure 79 
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areas on several other adjacent parcels.  If possible, 

new development should try to preserve more of the 

woods in the development area.  Two trail possibili-

ties cross this parcel, providing portions of alterna-

tive and loop routes, one of which would afford a 

view of the historic farmstead and an opportunity to 

educate trail users on the heritage of this area.  De-

signs for the southern development area should 

consider a second vehicular access to the northeast-

ern development area on Parcel #62. 

PARCEL #62 

 This parcel is perhaps one of the most en-

dowed parcels in the township.  It is comprised of 

three pieces divided by Larson Road and the drive-

way from Dieber Road.  In fact, the entire tract in-

cludes a fourth piece in Lower Salford Township of 

about 20 to 25 acres (shown with white lines in Fig-

ure 80). However, the analysis, area calculations, 

and greenway delineation were limited to the 65-

acre portion of the tract within Upper Salford Town-

ship.  The Resource Values Map from the 2007 Up-

per Salford Township Open Space and Recreation 

Plan shows almost the entire parcel to be of the 

highest resource value.  (See the excerpt of the map 

from the plan at right.  Parcel #62 is outlined in or-

ange.)  The analysis of resources shown in Figure 

79 show the parcel to include a confluence of two 

wooded tributaries to the East Branch Perkiomen 

Creek and their riparian buffers; a pond; a historic 

home; wooded steep slopes; wooded headwater in-

Figure 80 
Greenway Land on Parcels #61, #62, and #63 
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termittent streams; and infiltration soils.  A large 

portion of it is also in the NAI Spring Mountain Con-

servation Landscape.  

 Sixty percent greenway is not enough to pre-

serve all the valuable resources on this site, and it 

was difficult to decide which 39 acres of the parcel 

could reasonably be used for residential develop-

ment.  The riparian corridors, pond, western wood-

ed headwater area, the eastern steep slopes, and 

the historic house were included in the greenway.  

Unfortunately, the scrubby non-wooded area of the 

western portion of the parcel was needed for devel-

opment area, creating a gap in that block of green-

way.  An access driveway could follow the pipeline 

cut through the woods in that area.  On the eastern 

portion of the parcel, the northeasternmost corner 

of the development area provides direct access to 

the eastern portion of Larson Road, which leads out 

to Lederach Road.  An important trail segment and 

several other trail opportunities traverse through 

this parcel in order to connect township residents to 

its main park, the Spring Mountain recreation area, 

and the Perkiomen Trail.  The trails also will con-

nect to the county’s future Evansburg Trail along 

the East Branch Perkiomen Creek, just down-

stream, using a trail along the tributary that flows 

out of this parcel.  Two other trails extend laterally 

(east and west) from near the pond, connecting to 

the Woodside Inn and the peak of Spring Mountain 

and as a loop to Parcels #61 and #59.  There is al-

ready a swath cut out of the wooded area for the 
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pipeline that parallels and crosses the tributary, 

which could be a good trailway.  Consideration 

should be made for a road connection to Parcel #61. 

PARCEL #63 

 This 13-acre property is predominately agri-

cultural but is also valuable for its wooded riparian 

and pond buffer area and its streetscape edges and 

because it is entirely within the NAI Spring Moun-

tain Conservation Landscape area (Figure 79).  

 As seen in Figure 80, all of the site's 2.2 

acres of woodlands are preserved as greenway land. 

This segment of the parcel’s greenway land con-

nects to greenway land on two adjacent tracts.  The 

greenway area has also been extended along the 

frontages of Schwenksville and Larson Roads to 

protect the rural character of the roads (see photos 

at right). The residential development area will oc-

cupy the center of the site with a potential road 

connection to the development area on parcel #60, 

which will permit the interconnection of neighbor-

hoods.  A significant trail connecting the Upper Sal-

ford Township Park and the county’s Evansburg 

Trail along the East Branch Perkiomen Creek 

traverses along the underground pipeline parallel to 

the riparian corridor.  Two other potential trails 

could use the greenway area and also cut through 

the developed area, making connections to other 

destinations such as the Spring Mountain recrea-

tion area. 

View south along Schwenksville Road. Parcel #63 is on the left. 

View north along Schwenksville Road. Parcel #63 is straight ahead.  Lar-
son Road is on the right.  Both roads are lined with hedgerows and provide 
glances through to open fields. 
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PARCEL #64 

 This 19-acre parcel is one of two parcels on 

the south side of Spring Mountain, making it a very 

high priority for preserving as much of the parcel as 

possible.  Unfortunately, while forestation of the 

mountain is critical, this parcel has had over half of 

its trees removed.  Therefore, the remaining trees 

are the top priority for the greenway on this parcel.   

 An area farthest from the road and adjacent 

to woods on adjacent properties was also added to 

the greenway.  In addition, a narrow strip of green-

way connects the two existing wooded areas on the 

parcel and extends down to Schwenksville Road to 

allow for a trail connection across the road to Parcel 

#63 and other trail destinations.  The rear portion of 

the site is more wooded and adjacent to other pre-

served lands. A number of significant structures 

near the center indicate the logical area for develop-

ment, and a small area along Schwenksville Road 

was also designated for development since it was 

located between two homes on neighboring proper-

ties and would continue the development pattern 

there.  Two trails enter, merge, and leave this parcel 

to make connections and loops with other trails and 

the top of Spring Mountain.  

PARCEL #65 

 This  40.2-acre property is historically known 

as the Rockhurst Estate, built by Joseph H. Fralin-

ger (the “salt water taffy king” from Atlantic City). 

Figure 81 
Resources on Parcels #64 and #65 
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The estate house (see photo) was built from black 

granite rocks quarried on the site.  Today the entire 

remainder of the parcel is covered with woods that 

are the top priority for this Landscape Character 

Zone.   

 Given the historic significance of the estate 

house and the almost complete coverage of such 

high value woods, it was difficult to delineate which 

40 percent of the parcel could be allowed for resi-

dential development.  Ideally, the entire parcel 

should be conserved, with the exception of the 

buildings built since the historic Rockhurst home.  

Nevertheless, only 60 percent (24.1 acres) may be Fralinger’s estate house named “Rockhurst.”   
(from a postcard dated 1915, from Images of Upper 
Salford, by Phil Johnson Ruth, 1991) 

Figure 82 
Greenway Land on Parcels #64 and #65 
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delineated.  As shown in Figure 82, the areas clos-

est to the summit and connecting with township 

and county land on Spring Mountain and the 

Spring Mountain House site, as well as the area 

around the historic Rockhurst home, have been in-

cluded in the greenway area.  The development ar-

ea, therefore, is closest to the road and includes the 

additional buildings.  Figure 82 shows trail opportu-

nities on this parcel, including connecting the sum-

mit to several trails leading to the chalet on Spring 

Mount Road, the township park on Salford Station 

Road, and trails in Lower Salford Township 

(including the future Evansburg Trail along the East 

Branch Perkiomen Creek and the Perkiomen Trail).      

PARCEL #66 

 This isolated 22.6-acre property on the west-

ern slope of Spring Mountain extends to the 

Perkiomen Creek and is almost entirely covered 

with the very valuable woods that are a top priority 

resource for this Landscape Character Zone.  There 

is a house and driveway on the parcel.  The 

Perkiomen Trail traverses the parcel.  A curve of 

steep slopes also traverses the parcel at about one-

third the height from the creek.  A somewhat flat 

area exists between the trail and the steep slopes. 

 The 13.6-acre greenway protects the top half 

of the parcel including both sides of the Perkiomen 

Trail.  The greenway wraps around both sides of the 

parcel and  along the creek, creating a buffer or ex-

tension of the wooded areas on both sides of the 
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parcel as well as a buffer along the Perkiomen 

Creek.  This leaves the center of the parcel for devel-

opment, but an arm of greenway protects the area 

with steep slopes, dividing the developed area into 

two smaller areas — one on the upper more flat ar-

ea; the other on a lower curved and somewhat more 

sloped area.  Trails from the summit to the 

Perkiomen Trail traverse the uppermost portion of 

the site. 

View north from the summit of Spring Mountain 

Along the Perkiomen Trail on Spring Mountain approaching Cedar Road 
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PARCEL #67 

 As seen in figure 85, this 16.1-acre complete-

ly wooded parcel also includes steep slopes, a pond 

along the southwestern boundary, and a web of in-

termittent headwater streams.  The parcel is entire-

ly within the NAI Spring Mountain Conservation 

Landscape.  There is also a house near the center of 

the parcel, at the top of the steep slopes that trav-

erse the parcel  just south of the access strip.  

 The 9.7-acre greenway includes as much of  

the woods on the parcel as possible around the 

pond, leaving the largest developable area close to 

the access strip and at the top of the parcel in order 

to minimize disturbance of the woods and the 

slopes.  A second smaller developable area is locat-

ed along the southwestern boundary and around 

the pond.  This area can be accessed by a small 

roadbed along this boundary and out to Schwenks-

ville Road or from the upper development area.  The 

greenway also joins with the greenway on Parcel 

#68.  Two trails skirt around the northeast and 

southwestern boundaries, connecting the 

Perkiomen Trail and the Spring Mountain summit 

to the future Evansburg Trail along the East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek and to the Upper Salford Town-

ship Park.  The southwestern trail uses the old 

roadbed along that edge of the parcel and loops 

around the southern side of the pond to reach the 

wooded trail connections on Parcel #68. 

 

Figure 85 
Resources on Parcels #67 and #68 

Perkiomen Township 
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PARCEL #68 

 This parcel may technically be two separate 

parcels, 12.4 and 10.3 acres, but because they are 

under the same ownership, they are treated as one 

parcel totaling 22.7 acres.   About half of the parcel 

is covered with woods; the other half with fields and 

an existing home.  The date of the home is unclear.  

It has had several additions in the mid to late 20th 

century; however, the main portion of the building 

appears to be much older (see photo).  A map from 

1871 indicates a house for J. Huber.  A map from 

1877 shows a house for H. Decker, which could be 

this home.  Over half of the parcel is in the NAI 

Spring Mountain Conservation Landscape which 

includes the statement mentioned earlier in this 

chapter: “fields on both sides of Heflin Road on the 

eastern slope of Spring Mountain, … should be tar-

geted for protection.” The NAI also emphasizes the 

importance of woodlands in this area. 

 Unfortunately, the greenway area cannot pro-

tect all the woods and all of the large field on this 

parcel.  The greenway will preserve as much of the 

wooded area as possible, locating the development 

area close to the road to minimize disturbance of 

the woods.  A greenway strip is provided along 

Dieber Road to help preserve the rural view and al-

low for a hedgerow, if necessary, along this road.  

The smaller development area is clustered around 

the existing house to encourage a hamlet-type de-

velopment along the side of this stretch of Dieber 
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Modern road names have been added to the map for reference. 
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Road.  Depending on the development proposal and 

the judgment of the township, the greenway area 

along the southeastern end of the farm field could 

also be moved to protect the remainder of the woods 

near the house or to extend the greenway down 

from the woods at the other end of the farm field to 

protect some of the field area at that end or with the 

expectation that succession would eventually turn 

this area into woods as well, thereby infilling the 

wooded areas on three sides around it.  Two trails 

converge and leave this parcel in four different di-

rections, connecting the Perkiomen Trail and the 

Spring Mountain summit to the future Evansburg 

Trail along the East Branch Perkiomen Creek and to 

the Upper Salford Township Park. 

PARCEL #69 

 This 12.2-acre parcel includes a historic pre-

1848 house.  Most of the parcel is either forested or 

has begun natural reforestation and includes a 

wooded headwaters drainage swale that cuts diago-

nally, west to east, through the middle of the parcel 

and is flanked by some steep slopes.  Over half of 

the parcel is in the NAI Spring Mountain Conserva-

tion Landscape. 

 Unfortunately, more of the parcel could not 

be designated for greenway area, but the 7.3-acre 

greenway area has been delineated to preserve the 

historic home and as much of the wooded and the 

riparian areas as possible as well as to buffer views 

of development from the roads and to connect 

Figure 87 
Resources on Parcels #69 and #70 
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neighboring greenway areas.   The development area 

consists of two areas straddling the central riparian 

corridor with access to Heflin Road.  A trail connec-

tion from a trail hub on Parcel #62 crosses this par-

cel to connect to trails on Parcel #68.  These trails 

lead to the Perkiomen Trail and the Spring Moun-

tain summit, the future Evansburg Trail along the 

East Branch Perkiomen Creek, and the Upper Sal-

ford Township Park.  

PARCEL #70 

 Technically, this is actually three or four par-

cels currently under the same ownership, so they 

are treated as one parcel.  The entire set of parcels 

also extends into Lower Salford Township. Since 

that portion of the tract cannot be included in this 

analysis, the total area of Parcel #70 is 43.7 acres.  

This also means any development on this parcel 

should be coordinated with Lower Salford Town-

ship.  The important resources on this parcel in-

clude the wooded riparian corridor and steep slopes 

in the northeast corner as well as the historic 1700s

-era farmstead set back from Dieber Road.  The ri-

parian corridor was indicated in the open space 

plan as an area with some of the highest value re-

sources in the township (see inset map). 

 The 26.2-acre greenway for the parcel would 

preserve as much of the most valuable resources as 

possible plus significant area around the historic 

house, adjacent farm fields, and the two wooded ar-

eas in the southern end of the parcel.  The develop-

70 

62 

Excerpt from 2007 Upper Salford Township 
Open Space and Recreation Plan 

Figure 88 
Greenway Land on Parcels #69 and #70 
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able areas allow, from west to east: homes along 

Dieber Road similar to those across the street, plus 

a few more behind those along the street; homes in 

the lowest area of the parcel in the most disturbed 

part of the parcel; a small area behind the historic 

home but hidden behind a hedgerow; and a larger 

area around the existing home with a flat, open area 

and close access to Dieber Road.  The greenway are-

as along the northern end of the parcel and along 

Dieber Road in front of the historic house provide 

extensions and connections to neighboring green-

way areas.  Trails can also extend in several differ-

ent directions connecting through Parcels #68 and 

#62 and into Lower Salford Township to the 

Perkiomen Trail and the Spring Mountain summit, 

the future Evansburg Trail along the East Branch 

Perkiomen Creek, and the Upper Salford Township 

Park.  

SPRING MOUNTAIN LANDSCAPE SUMMARY 

 In this area of the township, on 15 parcels 

totaling 477 acres, 286 acres of greenway can be 

preserved creating a large block of valuable natural 

resources and several important trails around 

Spring Mountain. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

SUMMARY 

 

THE UPPER SALFORD GREENWAY NETWORK 

 By using this guidebook for all future signifi-

cant development, Upper Salford will be able to 

achieve a substantial greenway network for its resi-

dents, businesses, and visitors.   

 There are 67 parcels, totaling 2,051 acres,  

which are eligible to use conservation subdivision.  

Preserving 60 percent of these properties will yield 

1,231 acres of greenway land, as seen in Figure 89, 

putting 21 percent of the township into privately 

owned conservation land.  

 These 1,231 acres of greenway would pre-

serve natural, agricultural, and cultural resources 

and create a conserved land area in large contigu-

ous blocks.  These greenway lands will also connect 

to current and future public and institutional lands, 

creating a larger network of conserved land serving 

a multitude of public purposes and providing the 

opportunity for many pathway connections, as seen 

in Figure 90. 
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Greenway Land 
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 This map represents the connections which are 
desirable as a result of the greenway network delineated 
in this guidebook.   
 The trail opportunities have been delineated more 
specifically in the illustrations for each of the subject par-
cels in this guide. 
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Figure 90 
Greenway Trail Opportunities 
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 These lands, in turn, connect to other con-

served lands in neighboring communities (Figure 

91), forming an even broader nearby greenway net-

work.  Upper Salford Township is already working 

with its neighbors to coordinate connections and 

open space acquisitions.   

 In addition, those connections to neighbors 

lead to further connections (Figure 92), effectively 

creating a network that stretches in all directions as Figure 91 
Greenway Land Connections to Neighboring Communities 
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To Reading 
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Figure 92 
Greenway Land Connections in the Region 
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far as New Hope, Philadelphia, Reading, and even 

Connecticut.  

 In the future, Upper Salford residents and 

visitors would be able to enjoy a diverse variety and 

wide area of conserved lands, water features, trails, 

and other interesting destinations, both inside and 

outside of the township. 

 The greenways of Upper Salford Township 

will conserve a vast amount of the natural, agricul-

tural, and cultural resources of significant quality 

that are still left in the township.  This will provide 

not only critical habitat for plants and animals but 

also clean water, clean air, a beautiful countryside, 

and improved quality of life to the residents, visi-

tors, and businesses of Upper Salford Township and 

the Indian Valley region. 

 

This view of the East Branch Perkiomen Creek as seen from the Shelly Road 
bridge would be preserved by the greenway land area shown in this guide. 


